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Conan  Doyle’s  Sherlock  Holmes  appeared  for  the  first  time 
in  A  Sfndy  in  Scarlet  in  1887,  and  he  soon  hecame  the 
most  famous  literary  detective  of  all  time* 

Here  we  see  him  at  work  in  three  stories:  solving  the 
prohlem  of  the  hat  and  the  goose  in  'The  Blue  Carblmcle,; 
finding  the  missing  fiance  in  'A  Case  of  Identity';  and 
discovering  the  identity  of  the  strange  creatnre  in  The 
Yellow  Face\ 

*  Accessible  adaptation  at  elementary  level 

*  PET-style  activities 

*  Trinity-style  activities  (Grades  5,  6) 

*  Wide  range  of  activities  covering  the  four  skills 

*  Recording  of  all  three  stories 

*  Dossiers  on  Conan  Doyle  and  the  Titanic 

*  Exit  test 
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The  Man  who  Created  SherJock  Holmes 
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PET  Cambridge  Preliminary  English  Test-style  exercises 

i:  grades 5, 6  Trinity-style  excrcises  [Grades  5,  6) 

These  stories  are  Tecorded  in  fulh 

These  symbols  indicate  the  beginning  and  end 
*  *  of  the  extracts  linked  to  the  listening  activities. 


Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle. 
National  Portrait  Gallery,  London. 


The  Man  who  Created 
Sherlock  Holines: 

SirArthur  Conan  Doyle 


V.  herlock  Holmes  and  Dr  John  Watson  are  two  ol'  the  most 
t  J  famous  and  best  loved  characters  in  all  of  lilerature.  But  Arthur 
Conan  Doyle.  their  crcator,  was  just  as  fascinating  as  his  creations. 
Arthur  Conan  Doyle  was  born  on  22  May  1859  in  Edinburgh, 
Scotland.  His  father  was  a  timid  and  impractical  civil  servant 1  and 
when  Arthur  was  still  a  young  man  his  father  had  to  go  to  live  in  a 
mcntal  hospital  because  he  was  an  alcoholic  and  epileptic. 


I.  civil  Kurvaut  :  somcbody  who  works  for  the  government. 
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His  mother,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  a  strong,  proud  1 
woman  who  came  from  a 
distinguishcd  military 
family.  She  filled  Arthur 
with  ideas  of  honour  and 
chivalry  2  —  two  ideas  that  arc 
present  in  all  his  writings  and 
actions. 

In  1876  Arthur  began  his 
medical  studies  at  Edinburgh 
University.  Because  hc  had 
very  litlle  money,  Arlhur 
worked  tor  a  doctor  called 
Joseph  Bell.  Joseph  Bell 
amazed  3  his  studcnts 
bccause  he  could  guess  the 
jobs  and  lifestyle^  of  his  patients  by  simply  observing  them 
carefully.  Joseph  Bell  was  Arthur’s  principal  model  for  Shcrlock 
Holmes. 

In  1880  Arthur  accepted  a  job  as  ship’s  doctor  on  an  arctic 
whaler.  5  During  the  seven-month  voyage  ol'  this  ship  Arthur  had 
many  exciting  adventures:  he  saw  the  killing  of  Greenland  seals* 


Mary  Doyle . 

Conan  Doyle’s  mother  in  189L 
The  Richard  Lancelyn  Green  CoHectiort. 


1.  proud  :  dignified  and  std  1- 
ruspecting, 

2.  chivalry  :  politef  kind  and 
unselfish  behaviour. 

3.  amazcd  :  greatly  surprised. 


4,  tifesfyle  :  how  a  person  lives. 

5.  whaler  :  e  ship  that  looks  and 
hunts  for  whales. 
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w  hcilcs  ^  cincl  he  himself  (iJinost  drowncd^  in  icy  ^  srctic  wnters 
After  this  Arthur  finished  his  medical  studies  and  started  a 

practice  4  in  Southsea,  Eugland 
in  1882,  but  it  was  not  a 
success.  Very  few  patients 
came,  so  Arthur  had  time  to 
write.  One  of  the  books  he 
wrote  was  a  novcl  caJled  A 
Study  in  Scarlet.  This  was  thc 
first  Sherlock  Holmes  story. 

To  make  money,  Arthur  sent  a 
short  story  about  Holmes  to  a 
popular  monthly  magazine 
called  thc  Strand.  Holmes  soon 
became  a  big  success.  Thc 
Sirand  immediately  asked 
Arthur  for  rnore  stories  about 
Sherlock  Holmes,  but  from  the 

# 

begiuning  he  had  a  strange 
relationship  with  his  famous 
creation:  he  did  not  think  his 
stories  about  Sherlock  Holmes  were  serious  and  artistic  cnough.  Hc 
wanted  to  write  serious  historic  novels.  So,  from  the  bcginning, 
Arthur  planned  the  death  of  Sherlock  Holmes.  When  Arthur  told  his 


Beetxm  ’s  Christmas  Annual  ( 1 887) 
containing  A  Study  in  Scarlet. 

TJic  Ricliard  Lancciyn  Green  Collcction, 


2.  drowji«d  :  died  in  the  water. 


3.  icy  :  freezing  cold, 

4.  practicf? :  fhere)  plat:e  where  a  doctor 
works . 
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mother  about  his  plans  to  elirninate  Sherlock  Holmes  forever  she 
wrote  to  him,  'You  woiTtl  You  can’t!  You  mustn’tV  But  in  1893 
Arthur  wrote  a  story  called  The  Final  Problem  in  which  Holmes  dies. 

The  reaction  of  readers  was 
immediate.  The  Strand  lost 
20,000  readers,  aud  people 
wrote  thousands  of  letters  to 
Doyle  begging  1 2 * *  him  to  bring 
Holmes  back  to  life.  Many 
people  even  insulted  him+  One 
woman  wrrote  these  eloquent 
words  to  Arthur:  £You  Brute/ 
Finally,  in  1901  Arthur  wrote 
a  serialised  Sherlock  Holmes 
novel  5  called  The  Hound  of 
the  Baskervilles ;  the  Strand9 s 
circulation  increased  by  thirty 
thousand  copies.  From  then 
on  Holmes  appeared  in  the 
Strand  until  1927,  jusl  three 
years  before  Arthur’s  death. 

But  Arthur’s  life  was  not  just  Sherlock  Holmes.  He  was  very 
active  in  publie  affairs.  Arlhur  spoke  in  favour  of  a  Channel 


Thc  magazine  Strand  (1927)  featuring 
a  new  Sherlock  Holmes  story. 
The  Stanley  MacKenzie  Collection. 


1.  bogging  :  implormg,  asking  fervently. 

2.  serialised  ...  novel  :  these  were  novels  tliat  appeared  a  chapter  or  a  few 

chapters  at  a  time  in  magazines.  in  Victorian  tirnes  maay  noveis  were  first 

pnblished  this  way. 
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Tunnel,  steel  helmets  1  for 
soldiers  and  inflatable  life 
jackets  2  for  sailors.  Hc  also 
used  his  rcal  Holmesian  1 
analytic  s k i J I s  t o  s o  1  v e 
crimes  and  to  defend 
people  who  were  unjustly 
accused  of  crimes  (see, 
Arthur  Defends  the 
Underdog  pagc  106). 
Arthur  also  became  an 
important  advocate  of 
spiritualism.  Spiritualism 
is  the  belief  that  it  is  possible  to  communicate  with  the  spirits  of 
the  dead.  Arthur  also  believed  in  the  existence  of  fairies, 4  and  he 
said  that  some  photographs  of  a  little  girl  with  fairtes  wcrc  reah 
He  cvcn  wrote  a  book  in  1922  called  The  Coming  of  the  Fairies. 
Of  course,  Arthur,  the  creator  of  the  mosl  logical  man  in  the 
world,  Sherlock  Holmes,  was  greatly  ridiculed  for  these  beliefs, 
but  Arthur  did  not  seem  to  eare*  As  always,  hc  stuek  to  5  his 
beliefs  with  honour  and  with  pleasant  good  humour. 


The  photograph  of  Frances  Griffiths 
and  ihc  fairies  (191 7),  which  Conan 
Dtiyle  believed  was  reaL 
Thc  Richard  Lancelyn  Green  Collection. 


l. 

z. 


stHttl  heJmets  : 


inflatable  Lifo  jackets  : 


&§ 


3.  Holinissinn  :  Sherlock  Holmes  is  so  farnous  that  he  has  his  own  adjective! 

4.  fairies  : 

5.  stuck  lo  :  did  not  change. 
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Arthur  died  in  Crowborough,  Sussex,  England  on  7  July  1930 
one  of  the  most  famous  and  best  loved  men  of  his  day. 


The  Sherlock  Holmes  Books 

The  Sherlock  Holrnes  stories  were  first  published  in  the  Siuuul 
magazine.  The  dates  below  say  when  these  storics  wcre  t.rst 

published  as  books. 


The  Sign  ofthe  Four 
The  Adventures  of 
Sherlock  Holmes 

The  Memoirs  of  Sherlock  Holmes 

The  Return  ofSherlock  Holmes 
The  Houiul  ofthe  Baskervilles 
The  Valley  of  Fear 
His  Last  Bow 

The  Case-Book  (rfSherlock  Holnus 


(1890)  a  novel 
(1 892)  Both  The  Blue 
Carhuncle  and  A  Case  of 
identity  appeared  in  this 
collection 

(1894)  The  Yellow  Face 
appeared  in  this  volume. 

( 1 905)  a  collection  of  stories 

( 1 902)  a  novel 

(1915)  a  novel 

(1917)  a  collection  of  stories 

(1927)  a  collection  of  stories 
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PET 


Decide  if  eiich  sentence  is  correct  or  incorrect.  If  it 
tlck  W)  A;  if  it  is  inrorrect,  tick  (,/J  B. 


Conan  Doyle’s  two  most  famous  creations  are 
Snerlock  Holmes  and  Dr  John  Watson. 

Conan  Doyle’s  father  was  a  banker. 

Conan  Doyle's  father  was  the  model  for 
SberJock  HoIihgs, 

Conan  Doyle  wanted  to  kill  Sherlock  Holmes 
because  he  did  not  think  that  his  stories  were 
serious  and  artistic  enough, 

When  t.'onan  Doyle  published  The  Hound 
of  the  Baskervilles  the  Stmnd’s  circulation 
increased  by  fifty  thousand  copies. 

Spiritualism  is  the  belief  that  you  can  solve 
any  crime. 


is  correct, 


A 

B 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

n  i 

□ 

Internet  project 

Shedock  Holmes  is  one  of  the  world’s  most  famous  detectives 

B  fst  "w!6  W°r,d  90  t0  L°nd0n  t0  Visit  hiS  museum  a'  22'b 

Ask  vo!  teach^VT  !T  '*  t0°  With°U'  b3™9  90  to  Lo°don! 

Ask  your  teacher  to  help  you  find  it  on  the  Internet  and  you  can  even 

have  a  vaiual  tour  of  Sherlock  Holmes’  study. 

folbwing  th0ingsP°rt  ^  ^  VjSit  *°  the  mUS6Um  inC,udin9  the 

►  How  the  building  became  a  museum. 

►  Desoribe  Ho,mes'  study:  ,he  furnitooe,  styie,  sotours  a„d  „b,ec,s. 

►  What  is  on  the  second  and  thrrd  floors. 
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The  original  Sherlock  Holmes 


Arlhur  Conan  Doyle  was  a  tloclor,  Arthur  himself  described 
Sherlock  Holmes  as  'a  scienlific  detective*.  Sherlock  HoImes? 
mefhnds  are  very  similar  to  the  methods  of  a  docfor*  His 
‘detecting’  work  is  like  the  ‘diagnosing'  work  of  a  doctor*  The 
'elues’  of  the  crinie  are  like  the  ‘syinptoms*  of  a  disease.  In 
fact,  Arthur*s  model  for  Sherlock  Holines  was  a  doctor  called 
Joseph  Bell. 

Below  is  an  example  of  a  conversation  between  Dr  Joseph 
Bell  -  the  nriginal  Sherlock  Holmes  -  and  one  of  his  patients. 


a.  Dr  Bell  —  Woll,  nxy  man  youVe  served  in  the  army. 
Patient  -  Ayc,  sir.  ('Aye'  means  4Yes’  in  Scotland  and 
various  parts  of  northern  England.) 

b,  Dr  Bell  —  And  you  have  left  the  army  recently? 
Fatieni  -  Yes,  sir. 


c,  Dr  Bell  -  And  you  belonged  to  a  Highland  regiment? 
(A  Scottish  regiment  -  ‘the  Highlands’  arc  thc 
mountainous  region  of  northern  and  western 
Scotland  J 
Patient  —  Aye,  sir. 


d.  Dr  Bcll  -  And  you  wcre  an  officer? 

Patient  -  Aye,  sir. 

e,  Dr  Bell  -  And  you  were  stationed  at  Barbados?  (The 
casterninost  island  of  Lhe  Wcst  Indics,) 

Patient  —  Aye,  sir. 


Now  match  the  explanations  given  by  Bell  himseif  as  to  how 
le  was  able  to  guess  s0  many  things  about  this  man  by  simplv 
observing  him  closely. 


1.  |  d  |  He  had  an  air  of  authority. 

2.  |  :  His  disease  was  elephantiasis,  a  disease  which  occurs 

only  in  tropical  countries,  and  which  is  also  called 
lBarbados  Leg*. 

3.  |  The  man  was  very  respectful,  but  he  did  not  remove 

lns  hat.  In  the  army  mon  do  nol  removo  their  hat  as  a 
sign  of  respect;  they  salute. 

i  )  He  had  a  Scottish  accent. 

Ihe  man  had  not  been  a  civilian  long  enough  to 
have  the  habit  0f  removing  his  hat  as  a  sign  of  respect. 


®r'  Joseph  Bell. 

The  Stanley  MaeKenzie  Collection. 
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ACTIVI  TIES 

Before  you  read 

|  The  characters  of  iht?  first  part  of  the  story  present  themselves 
below.  Matrh  their  presentations  with  the  picture  of  each  one. 

a*  |  |  My  name  is  Sherlock  Ilolmes.  I  am  a  scientific  detective. 

I  solve  crimes  by  logical  reasoning  and  with  the  help  of 
scicntific  instruments  like  forceps  and  magnifying 
glasses.  When  I  am  at  home  I  like  to  relax  and  be 
comfortable. 

At  home  I  often  wear  my  purple  dressing-gown  and 
smoke  a  pipe: 

b.  |  J  My  name  is  Dr  John  Watson.  I  am  a  doctor.  My  wife  takes 

good  care  of  me,  and  aiways  hrushes  my  hat.  1  am  a  good 
observer,  but,  as  iny  friend  Holmes  sayss  I  do  not  reason 
with  what  I  see. 

c.  [J]  My  name  is  Peterson,  I  am  a  commissionaire,  For  my  job 

I  wear  a  grand  uniform  that  looks  like  a  military  uniform. 

I  work  at  a  hotel  where  I  open  the  door  for  clients  and 
takc  messages.  I  found  the  hat  and  thc  goose,  and  look 
them  to  my  friend  Sherlock  Holmes. 

tl.  |  I  My  name  is  Henry  Baker,  This  is  not  a  good  time  for  me, 

I  often  drink,  and  my  wife  doesn’t  love  me  anymore.  You 
can  see  this  because  my  clothes  are  always  dirty  and  my 
hat  is  never  brushed,  I  have  iost  my  hat  and  my 
Christmas  goose. 
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ACTIVITIES 

Listen  to  this 

<©>  Q  Listen  lo  the  first  section  of  Part  I,  and  then  niimber  the  sentences 

below  in  the  right  order. 

Then  Iisten  again,  and  fill  in  the  hlanks. 

a.  |  I  sat  down  in  an  armchair  and  warmed  my  1 . jn 

front  of  the  fire  hecause  it  was  very  cold  outside. 

b-  l-H  1  z . my  friend  Sheriock  Holmes  on  the  second 

morning  of  Christmas,  When  I  arrived  he  was  sitting  in 
front  of  the  fire,  wearing  his  purple  dressing-gown, 

c-  □  3 . . to  the  sofa  was  a  wooden  chair,  and  on  the 

chair  was  a  dirty  old  hat  A  magnifying  glass  and  a 

forceps  were  on  the  chair,  so  the  A.. . .  was 

probably  part  of  one  of  Holmes’  investigations* 

d.  □  No,  no,  No  criine,’  said  Sherlock  Holmes,  laughing*  Tt  is 

only  one  of  those  strange  things  that  happenjs  when  four 

million  human  beings  . within  the  small  area 

of  a  city.  With  so  manv  people  every  imaginable 
combination  of  events  is  and  sometimes  you 

can  find  a  problem  that  is  sfriking  and  strange  hut  not 

criminal.  Do  you  7 . .  Peterson,  the 

commissionaire?5 

e,  [_J  £You  are  busy/1  I  « .  Terhaps  i  interrupt  youd 

fNot  at  all/  he  replied,  and  indicated  the  hat.  The 

problem  is  very  »  . . .  but  it  is  still  interesting  and 

maybe  even  instructive.' 

^  I _ !  I  imagine/  I  said,  ‘that  this  hat  is  connected  with  a 

terrible  10 _ _ _ _  / 
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PART  I 


visited  my  friend  Sherlock  Holmes  on  the 
seconcl  morning  of  Christmas,  When  1 
arrived  he  was  sitting  in  front  of  the  fire, 
wearing  his  purple  dressing-gown.  1  Next  to 
the  sofa  was  a  wooden  chair,  and  on  the  chair  was  a  dirty  old 
hat.  A  magnifying  glass  2  and  a  forceps  3  were  on  the  chair,  so 
the  hat  was  probably  part  of  one  of  Holmes'  investigations. 
‘You  are  busy,’  I  said.  Terhaps  I  interrupt  you/ 

'Not  at  all/  he  replied, 
and  indicated  the  hat.  fThe 
problem  is  very  simple,  but 
it  is  still  inteiesting  an 
maybe  evcn  instructive.5 


1.  dressijig-gown  :  a  kiad  of  comforlable  jacket  worn  in  the  house. 

2.  magnifying  glass  :* 

3.  forceps  :  ’C^T**®* 
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Sherlock  Holmes  Investigates 


I  sat  down  in  an  armchair  and  warmed  my  hands  in  front  of 
the  fire  because  it  was  very  cold  outside. 

‘I  imagine,’  I  said,  ‘that  this  hat  is 
connected  with  a  terrible  crime.’ 

‘No,  no.  No  crime,’  said  Sherlock 
Holmes,  laughing.  ‘It  is  only  one  of  Ihose 
strange  things  that 
happens  when  four 


million  human  beings 
live  within  1  the  small  area 
of  a  city.  With  so  many 
people,  every  imaginable 
combination  of  events  is 
possible,  and  sometimes  you 
can  find  a  problem  that  is  striking  2  and 
strange  but  not  criminal. 

‘Do  you  know  Peterson,  the  commissionaire?’  3 
‘Yes.’ 

‘This  trophy  4  belongs  to  him.’ 

‘It  is  his  hat?’ 


1.  within  :  inside  tlie  confines  or  limits  of. 

2.  striking  :  particularjy  interesting. 

3.  coinmissionaire  ;  a  membcr  of  thc  Corps  of  Commissionaircs;  an 
association  of  pensioned  soldiers,  grandly  uniformed,  who  worked  as 
messengers  and  porters, 

4.  trophy  :  [here  nsed  ironically)  prize  you  receive  for  winning  a  sporling  event 
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Sherlock  Holmes  Investigates 


‘No,  no.  He  found  it.  Its  owner  1  is  unknown.  Look  at  it 
carefully,  and  not  as  a  dirty  old  hat,  but  as  an  intellectual 
problem.  It  arrived  here  on  Christmas  morning  together  with  a 
good  fat  goose.  2  That  goose  is  probably  cooking  at  Peterson’s 
houso  at  this  very  moment. 

‘These  are  the  facts.  About  four  o’clock  on  Christmas 


morning  Petorson  was  returning  from  a  party 


along  Tottenham  Court  Road.  In  front  of 
him  he  saw  a  tall 
man  carrying  a  while 
goose.  Then  he 


saw  some  men  attack  the 
tall  man.  One  of  the 
attackers  knocked  his  hat 
offt  3  so  the  man  lifted  his 
walktng  stick  4  to  ’defend 
himself,  But  when  he  lifted 
thn  stick  he  broke  a 
shop  window  by 


n  owner  :  the  person  who  possesses  (owns)  something  is  the  owner 

2.  goose  :  (pluml:  geese)  a  large  bird  similar  to  a  duck. 

3.  knockod  ...  off  :  pnshed  his  hat  off  with  force, 

4.  walking  stick  :  a  pole  that  helps  youtowalk.  1 
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The  Blue  Carbuncle 


mistake.  Peterson  ran  to  help  the  man,  but  when  the  man  saw 
Peterson  with  his  commissionaire  uniform,  he  thought  he  was 
a  policeman,  and  he  ran  away  and  so  did  the  attaekers. 
Peterson  was  there  all  alone  with  the  hat  and  the  goose/ 

'Of  course,  Peterson  then  returned  the  goose  to  its 
owner/  1  said. 

‘No/  replied  Holmes,  £that  is 
the  problem,  II  is  true  that  “For 
Mrs  Henry  Baker”  was  written  on 
a  small  card  attached  lo  the  leg  of 
the  goose,  and  that  the  initials 
“H.BZ’  are  written  on  the  lining  1  of 
the  haT  But  there  are  thousands  of  Bakers  and  hundreds  of 
Henrv  Bakers  in  London/ 

sWhat3  then,  did  Peterson  do?1 

sIIe  brought  both  the  goose  and  the  hat  to  me  on  Christmas 
morning,  because  he  knows  that  I  am  interested  in  even  the 
smallest  problems.  1  kept  the  goose  until  this  morning  and 
then  I  gave  it  to  Peterson  to  cook  for  dinner/ 

‘Did  the  man  who  lost  the  goose  put  a  notice  in  the 
newspaper?J 
£No/ 

‘Then  how  can  you  discover  who  he  is?*  I  asked. 


1.  lining  :  the  material  covering  the  inside  of  a  h.at,  coat,  jacket,  etc. 
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S HERLOCK  HOLMES  INVESTIGATES 


‘From  his  hat,’  replied  Holmes. 

hat‘Y°U  are  ioti”S!  *  Wha'  «“■  y°u  learn  from  Uu.  dirty,  old 

Hi.ie  l-s  my  magmiying  glass,’  replied  Holmes.  ‘You  know 
my  methods.  Look  a,  the  ha,  and  see  „ha,  you  can  discover 
about  the  identity  of  the  man.’ 

I  picked  up  2  the  hat  and  looked  at  it  carefully.  It 
was  a  very  ordinary  round  black  hat.  It  was  very 
worn  3  and  inside  I  could  see  the  initials  ‘H.B.’. 
&SSH\  lhere  was  a  hole  in  the  brim  4  for  (fje  hat- 
securer,  s  but  the  elastic  was  missing.  II  was 
very  dusty  6  and  spotled  7  jn  seVeral  places, 
bul  the  owner  had  tried  to  cover  these 
spots  with  black  ink. 

‘I  can  see  nothing,’  I  said,  and  gave  the 
liat  to  Holmes. 

‘On  ,he  contrary,  Watson,  you  ca„  see  everything,  but  y„n 
do  not  reason  with  what  you  see.J 


1  You  are  joking  :  You  are  not  serious. 

2.  pickfid  up  :  took  in  my  hand. 

3.  worn  :  in  bad  condition  because  it  hns  heen  USed  a  lot. 

4.  brim  : 

5.  hat-securer  :  a  band  that  holds  the  hat  on  the  head. 

B.  dusty  :  covered  with  dust  (smali  dry  partides). 

7.  sputted  ;  marked  with  dirty  spots. 


22 


The  Blue  Carbuncle 


Then  please  tell  nie  what  you  can  deduce  from  this  hat/  I 
said. 

'Well/  said  Holmes  as  he  looked  at  the  hat  carefully,  T  can 
see  that  the  man  was  highly  intellectual,  and  that  three  years 
ago  he  had  enough  money,  but  recently  he  has  had  difficulties 
with  money.  He  had  foresight  1  in  the  past,  but  much  less  now, 
which  means  he  has  some  problem,  probably  drink.  2  This  is 
probably  the  reason  why  his  wife  has  stopped  loving  him,’ 

'My  dear  Holmes!’ 

‘He  hast  however,  kept  some  self-respect/  continued 
Holmes.  Tle  stays  at  horne  and  goes  out  very  little. 

He  is  totally  oul  of  training,  2  is  middle- 
aged,  has  grey  hair,  which  has  been 
recently  cut,  and  he  uses 
lime-cream.  4  These  are 
the  rnain  facts.  Also,  I  do 
not  think  h  e  has  gas 
lighting  in  his  house.7 

‘You  are  certainly  joking,  Holmes.5 * 


1.  foresight  :  carefu.1  planning  fnr  the  future, 

2.  drink  :  (here)  the  habit  of  drinking  loo  many  alcoholic  drinks:  whisky, 
hfier,  etc. 

3.  out  oftraining  :  in  bad  physical  conditlon  because  ho  does  iiot  exercise 
very  much. 

4.  lime-cream  :  a  hair  cream. 
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tM^  "  aU'  DOn''  yOU  “derst“d  h°»  I  -Wd  ,  these 

•I  am  certain  that  I  am  very  atttpid,'  I  replied,  .bu,  , 

W  your  reasonmg.  For  example,  how  did  you  deduce  that 
this  man  was  an  intellectual?'  1 

To  answer  me  Holmes  put  the  hat  on  his  head  Th  h  , 
too  big  for  him  and  covered  his  eyes.  ^  W“ 

Tt  s  a  question  of  volume,’  said  Hoimes  ‘Tf  a  , 

■  bi®  brai°'  —  have  aomethingt  ,V  ^ 

pj"  d°  y°“  kU°W  he  haS  less  mone)'  u°»  <han  in  the 

This  Und  of  hat  flrs t  came  ont  three  years  aBo  tt  is  a  ha.  nf 
the  vary  bes.  flnaiity.  ,f  this  man  had  enongh  monev  ,t  b 
such  an  expensive  hat  three  vears  aon  h  t  1  ,  '  y 

another  ha,  since  then,  then  ,  is  c  ear'  » \  L T  "°' 
money  now.'  '  he  haS  much  less 

foriZ',rha‘  *  C,ear  enOUgh'  “rtai"iy'  Bul  hu»  abuu'  *he 

Sheriock  Holmes  langhed.  'Here  is  the  foresigbt  '  he  said 

Z 2“  h Tsecurer'  'Ha,'securers are ”e™sul  Th 

tS'  lhlS  means  thflt  he  ordered  it,  which  is  a  nprt  ■  . 

Wigbt.  Bnt  since  be  has  no,  repiaced  r 


1  infcrred  :  deduced,  decldeda 
2-  leplaced  :  substituted  with  another  ontt. 
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this  means  that  he  has  less  foresight  than  before.  But  he  has 
tried  to  hide  some  of  the  spots  on  his  hat  with  ink  which 
means  he  has  not  completely  lost  his  self-respect/ 

‘Your  reasoning  is  certainly  very  good,?  I  said. 

‘That  he  is  middle-aged,  that  his  hair  is  grey,  that  his  hair 
has  been  recently  cut  and  that  he  uses  lime-creaxn  can  all  be 
seen  by  looking  closely  at  the  inside  of  the  hat.  With  the 
magnifying  glass  you  can  see  the  partially  grev  hairs  cut  by  a 
barberJs  scissors.  They  stick  to  the  hat  and  there  is  the  distinct 
odour  of  lime-cream,  AIso,  you  will  observe  that  the  dust  on 
the  hat  is  the  soft,  brown  dust  you  find  in  bouses,  not  the 
hard,  grey  dust  you  find  in  the  streets.  This  means  that  the  hat 
is  kept  inside  the  house  mosl  of  the  time>  and  that  he  doesnT 
go  out  very  often,  Also  you  can  see  the  sweat  1  stain  2  on  the 
inside  of  the  hats  which  means  he  perspired  3  a  lot,  A  man  who 
perspires  so  much  caiTt  be  in  the  best  of  training,  ' 

'But  his  wife  -  you  said  that  she  stopped  loving  him/ 

'This  hat  bas  not  been  brushed  4  for  weeks.  When  a  man's 
wife  lets  him  go  out  in  such  bad  condition  il  means  that  she 
doesnh  love  him  anymore.’ 


1.  sweat  [swet]  :  perspirationj  the  liquid  that  comes  out  of  the  skin  when  yoa 
are  hot. 

2.  stasn  :  dirty  mark. 

3.  perspired  :  exuded  perspiration, 

4.  brushed  :  cleaned  with  a  hrush. 
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‘But  he  could  be  a  bachelor,’  1  I  said. 

-No,  he  was  bringing  ,he  goose  mafce  peace  wi,h  his  wife 
Uo  y°u  remember  the  card  on  its  leg?’ 

'You  have  un  answer  for  everything.  Bu,  how  did  v„u 
■duce  thal  he  doesu',  have  gas  lighting  in  his  house't' 

Welh  if  y„u  saw  one  „r  lw„  wax  t  s.ains  o»  ,  hat,  i,  oonld 
y  ohanoe.  But  I  can  seo  at  leasl  five  „„  ,his  hat,  whioh 
■ueans  that  this  man  m„st  use  candles  very  Ifequeutly  ■ 

crinTT'  "  ‘\Very  in8eni°US''  1  “*«  ^uughing,  'bu,  since  a 
has  not  hoen  oon,mi„ed,  all  ,his  seoms  ,o  be  a  wasto  of 


1 '  bachelor  =  »  man  who  1,  not  married. 

2.  wax  :  candles  are  made  of  wax. 
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ACTIVITIES 

Go  back  to  the  text 

|  Rcad  the  first  part  of  the  story  and  answer  the  following 
questions. 

a.  When  did  Watson  visit  Holnies? 

b,  Was  the  hat  connected  with  an  important  crime? 


c.  Why  did  Holines  think  that  the  hat  was  interesting? 


d.  Who  was  Peterson? 


e.  Who  attacked  Henry  Baker? 


f.  Why  did  the  man  carrying  the  goose  run  away  when  he  saw 
Peterson? 


g,  Peterson  knew  tliat  the  inan’s  name  was  Henry  Baker,  so  why 
didnd  he  return  the  goose  and  the  hat? 


h*  Why  did  Peterson  bring  Holmes  the  goose  and  the  hat? 


i.  How  was  Holmes  going  to  find  out  more  about  thc  identity  of 
the  man  who  lost  the  hat  and  goose? 
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AGTXVITIES 

A  dirty  tiat 

'  Match  the  pictures  of  the  clues  with  the  written  descriptions 
belnw.  Then  match  the  clues  with  Sherlock  Hnlmes’  deductions* 


THE  CLUES 

1.  There  is  dust  on  his  hatt  and  it 
is  ihe  kind  of  dust  you  fiud  in 
houses,  not  on  the  street 

2.  There  are  some  hairs  sticking 
to  the  hat  and  there  is  the 
distinct  odour  of  lime-cream. 

3.  There  are  at  least  five  wax 
stains  on  his  hat. 

4.  His  hat  is  not  brushed, 

5.  The  hat  is  big. 

6.  He  bought  a  hat-sectirer,  but 
when  it  broke  he  did  not 
repiace  it. 

THE  DEDUCTIONS 

a.  He  is  intellectuaL 

b.  He  had  enough  money  in  Lhe 
past,  but  doesnT  now, 

c.  Hc  had  foresight,  but  he  has 
less  now, 

d.  He  has  not  completcly  lost  his 
self-respect, 

e.  He  is  middle-aged. 

f  He  has  recently  had  his  hair 
cut. 


7.  There  are  pieces  of  cut  hair 
stuck  to  the  inside  of  the  haL 

H.  There  was  the  label  on  the  leg 
of  the  goose  which  says  £For 
Mrs  Henry  Baker’  and  there 
were  the  initials 
written  on  the  inside  of  the 
hat. 

9.  His  hair  is  greyish  in  colour. 

10.  This  hat  came  out  three  years 
ago,  and  it  is  quite  worn. 

11.  He  has  tried  to  cover  up  the 
stains  with  ink. 

12.  There  are  sweat  stains  on  the 
hat. 

g.  He  uses  lime-cream. 

h.  He  doesn’t  go  out  very  often, 

i.  He  is  not  in  the  best  of 
training. 

j.  His  wife  has  stopped  loving 
htm. 

k.  He  is  married* 

L  He  does  not  have  gas  lighting 
in  his  house. 


28 


□□ 


imi 


TUe  Newest 
liigh-quality  liat 


Three 


i 


A  G  T  1  T  i  t  i  s  s 

A  partial  chain  of  events 

®  a'  As .,yoU  wiU  see’  the  chain  of  events  of  this  story  is  verv 
strikmg  indeed.  Below  are  the  facts  that  we  have  learned  so 
tar*  Number  them  in  the  right  order. 

a-  C]  The  attackers  rnn  away. 

b.  y  Peterson  is  alone  with  the  hat  and  the  goose. 

c.  0  Peterson  is  walking  home  from  a  party  on  Christmas 

morning. 

d.  □  He  decides  to  ask  his  fnend  Sherlock  Holmes  for  help 

m  finding  the  man  who  lost  the  hat  and  the  goose. 

e.  □  Dunng  the  fight  one  of  the  attackers  knocks  off  the 

nian’s  hat. 

L  J  ye  ahackers  and  the  man  who  is  being  altacked  see 
that  Peterson  is  wearing  a  uniform  and  they  think  he 
is  a  policeman. 

1  ^  Unfortunately,  he  drops  the  goose, 

h-  |  ]  He  sees  some  men  attacking  another  man  with  a  goose. 

**  1  ~ 1  Hb  Wants  to  return  the  hat  and  the  goose  to  the  man 
hut  he  doesn’t  know  how  to  find  him. 

i*  _  ]  rhe  man  runs  away  too. 

b.  Now  rewrite  the  sentences  as  a  paragraph,  putting  them  i„  the 
past  and  nsing  the  connecting  words  helow  to  pnt  sentences  1 
and  2,  4  and  5,  6  and  7,  and  9  and  10  togelher. 


so  but  when  so 


Petenson  wa5  walking  hotne  fnom  a  party  on  Christmag  morninq 

w  en  he  saw  sorT)e  roen  attacking  another  man  who  was  canrainq 
a  goose.  3 
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ACTIVITIES 

The  Baker  Street  irregulars 

f  f'ind  the  Past  Simple  of  the  irregular  verbs  below  in  the  verb 
square.  All  of  Lhem  appear  in  the  story. 

como  put  lie  run  see  koep 
givc  lose  say  have/has 

Now  complete  the  following  sentences  with  one  of  these  verbs, 
creating  either  an  affirmative  (I  went)  or  a  negative  sentence 
(I  didnJt  go), 

These  sentences  should  be  true  according  to  the  contexl  of  the  story- 

Example:  Holn?es  didn't  run  to  help  the  man.  Peterson  ran  fo  help 


the  man. 

a,  Holmes . . . . .  tbat  only  important  crimes  are 

interesting. 

b,  Honry  Baker . . . a  goose  ancl  a  hat. 

c,  Watson  . . . . many  things  when  he  looked 

at  the  hat, 

d,  Holmes . . . . . . tho  goose  to  Peterson. 

e,  Mr  Honry  Baker . . . . a  lot  of  money. 

f,  Holmes . . . . .  the  hat,  but  ho 


. . . . .  the  goose. 

T:  GRADE  5 

Tupic  -  Celebrations 

Find  a  picture  about  the  celebration  of  Christmas,  if  possible 
from  your  countrv.  Tell  the  class  about  it  using  these  questions 
to  help  you: 

a.  How  is  Christmas  boing  eclebrated  in  the  picture? 

b.  What  do  people  usually  eat  and  drink  at  this  celebration  in 
yonr  country? 

c.  Which  other  countrios  celebrate  Christmas? 
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ACTIVITIE8 

This  trophy  belongs  to  him 

|  Look  at  the  pictures  on  the  opposite  page  and  match  the  ohjects 
with  their  owners. 

Now  write  five  dmlogues  as  in  the  example.  Mnke  sure  the  verb 
is  conjugated  correctly  and  use  the  correct  possessive  pronoun 
(jiime,  yoursf  hisfhers 9  ours,  yoursf  theirs J. 

-  Who  does  fhie  fnophy  belong  to? 

1 1  belonge  fo  Peterson. 

-  Ane  yotj  sune  if 's  his? 

Yes,  I  an>. 

a.  Who...,. . . . . . . . . ? 

. . . . Mr  and  Mrs  Henry  Baker. 

Are  you  sure . . . ? 

Yes,  I  am. 

b.  Who . . . . . ? 

. . .  Watson’s  wife. 

Are  you  sure  ............... _ .......? 

Yes,  I  am, 

c*  Who . . . . . . . . . ? 

. . . . . Holmes. 

Are  you  sure . . . ...? 

Yes?  I  arn. 

d.  Who..,. . . . . . . . . . ? 

. . . . . .  Mr  Hunry  Baker, 

Are  you  sure  . . ...? 

Yes,  I  am, 

e,  Who . . . . . . . .,..? 

. . . Peterson. 

Are  you  sure  . . ? 

Yes,  J  am. 
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ACTIVITIES 

Before  you  read 

]  The  characters  of  the  second  part  of  the  story  present 
themselves  below.  Match  their  presentalions  with  thc  picture  of 
each  one. 

a.  □  I  am  from  China,  and  I  am  fairly  young,  less  than  20 

years  old.  I  am  also  very  bright  and  shiny,  Even  though  I 
am  very  youngT  I  have  beon  connected  with  many  ovil 
Lhings.  People  have  murdered  because  of  me.  People 
have  committed  suicide  because  of  me.  The  police  think 
that  I  was  taken  from  the  Countess  of  Morcar's  room  by  a 
young  man  called  John  H  orner,  a  plumber,  I  can  cut  glass 
like  buttcr. 

b.  [  |  My  name  is  John  Horner.  I  am  a  plumber.  I  was  accused 

of  stealing  ihe  blue  carbuncle,  but  I  am  innocent!  It  is 
true  that  I  committed  a  robbery  many  years  ago,  Bul  now 
I  work  honestly.  You  must  find  the  person  who  really 
stole  the  blue  carbuncle,  or  I  will  go  to  prison  for  seven 
years, 

c.  [  [  My  narne  is  Jarnes  Hyder.  I  am  an  attendant  at  the  Hotel 

Cosmopolitan.  I  am  the  person  who  discovered  tlie 
robbery,  I  called  the  police  immediately.  I  knew  that  John 
Ilorner  had  committed  a  robbery  many  years  ago.  I  arn 
sure  that  he  is  guilty.  He  should  go  Lo  prison  for  his 
crime. 

d.  j  My  name  is  Mr  Breckinridge.  I  sell  geese  at  a  stall  in 

Covent  Garden  Market.  Recently  many  people  have  come 
to  iny  stall.  They  have  asked  me  about  a  certain  white 
goose  witli  a  barred  tail.  I  am  tired  of  Lhis,  If  tliey  come 
again,  my  dog  will  attack  them.  After  all,  I  am  a  goose 
salesman  not  a  detective! 
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ACTIVITIES 

Listen  to  this 

PETB  Listen  to  the  first  section  of  Part  II. 

For  each  question,  put  a  tick  (✓)  in  the  correct  box. 

1  Whon  Feterson  rushed  in 
A  □  he  smiled  at  Holmcs. 

B  he  looked  incredibly  shocked. 

C  I  ]  he  tookoffhis  coet. 

2  What  did  Peterson’s  wife  find  in  the  goose’s  stomach? 

A  | _ |  A  red  necklace, 

B  1  An  old  shoe. 

C  []  A  precious  blue  stone. 

3  Who  does  the  stone  belong  to? 

A  |  |  The  Comitess  of  Morcer. 

B  Peterson’s  wife. 

C  |  j  Sherlock  Holmes. 

4  What  is  the  blue  stone? 

A  [|  A  diamond. 

B  |  A  blue  carbuncle, 

C  □  A  piece  of  glass, 

5  Holmes  shows  Watson  and  Peterson 
A  |  ~\  an  old  book  he  read, 

B  | _ J  a  newspaper  article. 

C  □  a  letter  from  the  Countess  of  Morcar. 
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herlock  Holmes  had  opened  his  mouth  to 
reply,  when  the  door  opened  and  Peterson, 
the  commissiooaire  rushed  in.  1  He  looked 
incredibly  shocked. 

'The  goose,  Mr  Holmes!  The  goose,  sir!’  lie  cried, 

'What?  Has  it  returned  to  life  and  flown  out  of  your  kitchen 
window?’  said  Holmes. 

£Look  here,  sir!  Look  what  my  wife  found  in  its  stomach!' 
He  showed  us  a  shiny  2  blue  stone  in  his  hand. 

4By  Jove,  3  Petersoo/  said  Holmes,  ‘this  is  a  tTeasure!  Do 
you  know  what  you  have  got?’ 

£A  diamond,  sir!  A  precious  stone!  It  cuts  glass  like  butter.’ 


1.  rushKil  in  :  hurried  inr  came  in  quickly. 

2.  shiny  :  bright,  reflecting  light. 

3.  By  Jove  ;  exclamatitm  of  surprise. 
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£It  is  more  than  a  precious  stone.  IV  s  the  precious  stone/ 
£Not  the  Countess  of  Morcar’s  blue  earbuncle  1  that  was 
stoien?1  I  cried. 

Trecisely  so5’  responded  Holmes,  fand  here  is  the 
newspaper  article  that  iells  the  story: 


Hotel  Cosmopolitan  Jewel  Robbery 


John  Homcr,  26-year-old  plumber,  has 
been  arrested  for  stealing  thc  famous 
bhie  carbuncle  from  the  Countess  of 
Morcar. 

James  Ryder,  an  attendant  at  the  hotel, 
said  that  he  had  sent  Horncr  to  thc 
Countess’  room  on  the  day  of  the 
robbery  to  repair  a  bar  of  the  grate.  2 
Ryder  said  that  he  stayed  with  Horner 
for  a  few  minutes,  but  then  he  bad  to 
lcave.  When  Ryder  returned  he  saw 
that  somebody  liad  forced  open  the 


Countess1  bureau.  3  Ryder  callcd  the 
poiice  and  thc  policc  arrcslcd  Horncr 
that  same  cvening.  Catherine  Cusack, 
thc  Cuuntcss’  maid  4  said  that  she 
heard  Ryder  call  for  help.  She  ran  into 
tlie  room  and  saw  thc  sarnc  things  that 
Ryder  described  to  the  police.  In 
addition,  the  police  discovered  thal 
Horner  had  already  been  charged  with  3 
robhery  in  the  past.  hut  Horner  says 
that  in  this  case  he  is  innocenL  His 
trial will  be  soon. 


1.  carbunclc  :  generally  it  is  a  red  precious  stoner  but  liere  it  is  blue,  which 
makes  it  especially  valuable. 

2.  grate  :  metal  bars  on  a  fireplace  which  hold  tlie  coal  or  wood. 

3.  bureau  :  Writing  desk, 

4.  iniaid  :  Female  servant. 

5.  c:harged  wilh  :  formally  accused  of. 

6.  trial :  the  legal  procedure  before  a  judge  to  decide  if  someone  is  guilty  or  not. 
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‘Hum!  So  much  for  1  the  police  report,’  said  Holnies 
throwing  the  paper  on  a  chair.  ‘You  see,  Watson,  our  little 
cleductions  about  the  hat  have  become  much  more  important 
and  less  innocent.  Here  is  the  stone:  the  stonc  came  from  the 
goose,  and  the  goose  came  from  Mr  Henry  Baker,  the 
gentleman  with  the  had  hat  which  we  examined  so  carefully, 
Now  we  must  discover  Mr  Baker’s  part  in  this  mystery. 
To  find  him,  the  simplest  thing  is  to  put  an 
advertisement  z  in  the  evening 
newspaper.’ 

1  What  will  you  say'f’ 

I  asked. 

‘Well,’  said  Holmes, 

‘“Found  at  the  corner  of 
Goodge  Slreel  a  goose  and  a 
black  hat.  Mr  Henry  Baker 
can  have  them  if  he  comes  to 
2 2 1  b  Baker  Street  at  6.30  this 
evening.’” 

Then  Holmes  sent  Peterson  to  buy  another  goose  to  give  to 
Baker  if  he  came,  and  to  put  the  advertisement  in  all  the 
newspapers,  I  left  to  work  for  the  day. 


1,  So  much  for  ...  :  That  s  all  there  is  to  say  abnut  . 

2.  adverlisBment  :  notice. 
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That  evening  when  I  returned,  I  saw  a  tall  man  wearing  a 
Scotch  hat  1  waiting  outside  IIol mes’  house.  We  entered 
together, 

‘Mr  Henry  Baker,  I  believe/  said 
Holmes  when  he  saw  us,  Tlease 
sit  by  the  fire  and  get  warm, 
Aht  Watson,  you  have  come  at 
the  righf  time.  Is  that  your  hat, 
Mr  Baker?’ 

‘Yes,  sir,  that  is  certainly  my  hat/ 

'We  have  kept  your  things/  said  Holmess  fbut  we  had  to  eat 
the  goose/ 

‘You  ate  it!’  said  our  visitor  with  excitement. 

‘Yes,  it  was  going  to  go  bad,  but  I  bought  you  another  goose. 
II  is  over  there,  and  I  think  it  is  just  as  good/ 

*Oht  certainly,  certainly!,  answered  Mr  Baker  with  relief.  2 

'Oh  course/  said  Holmes,  'we  have  the  feathers,  legs  and 
stomach  of  your  bird  if  you  want  them/ 

The  man  laughed  loudly.  £Perhaps  I  could  keep  them  to 
remember  my  adventure,  but,  no,  I  don't  need  them.  Thank 
you,  but  I  will  take  this  goose  and  go.’ 


1. 


Scotch  hat  ; 


2.  with  relifif  :  happily  because  he  knows  that  he  has  another  goose. 
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‘There  is  your  hat,  then,  and  there  is  your  bird,’  said 
Holmes.  ■By  the  way,  t  could  you  tell  me  where  you  got  your 
goose  from?  It  was  a  splendid  hird,  and  I  would  like  to  get 

another  one  like  it.’ 

‘Certainly,  sir,’  said  Mr  Baker, 

‘I  got  it  at  the  Alpha  Inn  2  near  the 
Museum.  You  see,  the  owner  of  the 
inn,  Mr  Windigate,  started  a  goose- 
club.  Each  week  we  gave  him  a  few 
pence,  and  then  at  Christmas  we  received  a  goose.’ 

After  this  Mr  Henry  Baker  picked  up  his  hat  and  goose,  and 

left. 

‘So  much  for  Mr  Henry  Baker,’  said  Holmes  when  Baker 
had  gone. 

We  decided  to  go  immediately  to  the  Alpha  Inn  to 
investigate  the  goose.  At  thc  Alpha  Inn  we  discovered  ttaat  the 
goose  had  come  from  a  salesman  3  called  Mr  Breckinridge  m 
Covenl  Garden.  So,  once  again,  Holmes  and  I  put  on  our  coats 
and  walked  to  Covent  Garden  to  talk  to  Mr  Breckinridge. 

‘Remember,’  said  Holmes  as  we  walked  to  f.ovent  Garden, 
‘at  one  end  of  this  chain  of  events  we  have  a  simple  goose,  but 


1.  By  Ihe  way  :  an  expression  used  to  add  sotnething  to  what  you  are  saying. 

2.  Inn  :  au  ‘inn1  is  a  place  where  you  can  drink.  eat  and  have  a  room  for  sleeping. 

3.  salesmati  :  a  man  whose  job  is  to  sell  things. 
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at  the  other  end  of  the  chain  there  is  a  man  who  will  go  to 
prison  for  seven  years  if  we  cannot  show  that  he  is  innocent’ 
We  soon  found  Mr  Breckinridge’s  stall,  1  and  Holmes  asked 
him  about  his  geese.  I  was  surprised  when  Mr  Breckinridge 
replied  angrily  io  Holmes'  qnestions, 

I  have  had  enough.  I  am  tired  of  people  asking  me  “Where 
are  Ihe  geese'-”’  and  “Who  did  you  sell  the  geese  to?”  and  “How 
much  money  do  you  want  for  the  geese?”  Enough!’ 

With  a  little  bit  of  difficulty,  Holmes  finally  got  the 
mformation  we  needed:  the  geese  had  come  from  Mrs 
Oaksholt,  117  Brixton  Road.  We  were  walking  away  when  we 
heard  shouting  from  Mr  Breckinridge’s  stali.  We  turned  round 
and  saw  a  little  man  in  front  of  the  stall. 

Tve  had  enough  of  you  and  your  geese!  If  you  come  here 

again,  my  dog  will  atlack  you!’  shouted  Mr  Breckinridge  at  the 
little  man. 

The  little  man  started  walking  away,  and  Holmes  and  I 
went  after  him.  Holmes  put  his  hand  on  the  man’s  shoulder. 
The  Httle  man  turned  around  and  looked  frightened.  He  said, 
‘Who  are  you?  What  do  you  want?' 

‘Excuse  me,’  said  Holmes,  ‘but  I  heard  you  talking  to  the 
goose  salesman,  and  I  think  I  can  help  you.’ 


1.  stall  :  a  table  or  open-frontcd  shop  in  an  outdoor  market. 


42 


The  Biiie  Carbuncle 


lYou?  WVio  are  yon?  How  could  you  know  anything  about 
the  matter?9 1 

‘My  name  is  Sherlock  Holmes.  It  is  my  business  2  to  know 
what  other  people  don’t  know.’ 

"BuL  do  you  know  anythiog  about  this?’ 

£Excuse  me,  I  know  everything  about  this.  You  are  trying  to 
find  some  geose  which  were  sold  by  Mrs  Oaksliott,  of  Brixton 
Road,  to  a  salesman  called  Breckinridge,  who  then  sold  them 
to  Mr  Windigate  of  the  Alpha  Inn,  who  then  gave  one  of  them 
to  a  member  of  his  goose-club  called  Mr  Henry  Baker/ 

£You  are  the  man  I  wanted  to  meet/  said  the  little  man, 
whose  name,  as  we  then  discovered  was  John  Ryder.  Yes,  John 
Ryder,  the  rnan  who  had  called  the  police  to  report  the  stolen 
blue  carbuncle.  We  then  returned  to  Holmes'  house  to  discuss 
the  matter  in  front  of  a  warm  fire. 

£Here  we  are!’  said  Holmes  happily,  as  we  entered  his  room. 
‘Now  do  you  want  to  know  what  happened  to  tliose  geese?T 

‘Yes,  sir/  replied  Ryder. 

+But  you  really  want  lo  know  what  happened  to  Uiat  goose  - 
the  white  one  with  a  black  har  across  its  tai  1. J 

Ryder  shook  3  with  emotion.  ‘Oh  sir,’  he  cried?  ‘where  did  it 
go?T 


1.  the  matler  :  [hcre)  the  situation. 

2.  business  :  concern,  job, 

3.  shook  :  trembled. 
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‘It  came  here.’ 

‘Here?’ 

Yes,  and  it  was  an  increclible  birci.  I  am  not  surprised  that 
you  want  to  find  that  goose.  It  laid  an  egg  i  after  it  died  -  the 
brightest  little  blue  egg  that  you  have  ever  secn.  I  have  it  here 
in  my  museum.’  2 

Our  visitor  stood  up  and  then  almost  fell  down.  Holmes 
took  out  the  blue  carbuncle,  and  Ryder  stared  3  at  it.  He  did 
not  know  if  he  should  say  it  was  his  or  not. 

1  he  game  is  up,  4 5  Ryder.  I  know  almost  exactly  what 
happened.  Because  you  worked  at  the  Hotel  Cosmopolitan  you 
knew  that  the  Countess  of  Morcar  had  the  blue  carbuncle  in 
her  room.’ 

‘II  was  the  Countess’  maid,  Catherine  Cusack,  who  told  rne 
about  it.’ 

‘I  see,’  continued  Holmes,  ‘so  you  and  Catherine  Cusack 
broke  the  grate  in  the  Countess’  room  so  that  Iforner  had  tn 
come  and  repair  it.  You  knew  that  Horner  had  had  a  part  in  a 
robbery  before  so  that  he  would  be  blamed  s  for  this  one.  Then, 


1.  laid  an  «gg  :  produced  an  egg  (lay,  laid,  laid  -  to  lay  an  egg). 

2.  museum  :  not  a  real  museum  but  a  cabinet.  Holmes,  as  usual,  is  being  ironic. 

3.  stared  :  looked  for  a  long  time. 

4  The  6arne  is  UP  ■  expression  that  is  said  to  a  criminal  when  he  is  caught. 
Hero,  We  know  yon  stole  the  caibuncle  and  we  have  caught  you*. 

5.  be  blamed  :  be  accused  cf  doing  something  wrong. 
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when  Horner  had  finished  repairing  the  grate,  you  called  the 
police  and  the  unfortunate  man  was  arrestech  You  then../ 

Ryder  threw  himself  onto  the  rug  i  and  held  onto  Holmes' 
kneesr 1  2  'For  God’s  sake  have  mercy!  3  Think  of  my  father! 
Think  of  mother!  Tt  would  hreak  Ihoir  hearts/ 

‘Get  back  into  your  chair!?  said 
Holmes  sternly*  4  Tt 
is  easy  to  say  that 
now,  but  you  did  not 
think  of  this  poor 
Horner  before/ 

T  will  go  away,  Mr  Holmes,  and  without  my  testimony 
Horner  will  be  free/ 

TTura!  We  will  talk  about  that  next/  said  Holmes.  fAnd  now 
tell  us  how  the  blue  carbuncle  came  into  the  goose,  and  how 
tho  goose  came  into  the  open  market.  Tell  us  the  truth  because 
that  is  your  only  cbance  not  to  go  to  prison/ 

Ryder  moved  his  tongue  over  his  dry  lips  and  began  his 
story. 


1.  rug  :  small  carpei. 

2.  knees  : 

3.  For  God’s  sake  have  mercy!  :  For  tke  love  of  God  have  compassion! 

4.  sternly  :  severely. 
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*I  will  tell  you  exactly  what  happened,  After  I  had  the  blue 
carbuncle  I  was  terrified.  I  did  not  know  where  to  go,  J  thought 
I  saw  the  poiice  everywhere.  Finaily  I  decided  to  go  tn  my 
sister’s.  My  sister  married  a  man  called  Oakshott  and  lives  on 
Brixton  Road,  where  she  fattens  1  geese  for  the  market.  VVlien  I 
arrived  she  asked  me  whal  was  wrong.  i  told  her  that  1  was 
upset  about  the  robbery  al  the  hoteL 

'I  then  went  out  into  the  backyard  z  where  the  geese  are, 
and  smoked  a  pipe.  t  had  a  friend  called  Maudsley  who  had 
been  in  prison.  He  had  told  me  how  thieves  sold  stolen 
property,  4  so  I  decided  to  go  to  him  with  the  blue  carbuncle* 
However,  I  did  nol  know  how  I  could  carry  the  biue  carbuncle 
to  his  house.  Then  I  had  the  idea  to  force  one  of  the  geese  to 
swallow  5  the  stone.  My  sister  had  told  me  that  I  could  have 
one  of  the  geese  for  Christmas.  So  I  caught  one  of  the  geese  -  a 
big  white  one  with  a  harred  tail,  6  and  forced  open  its  beak  7 
and  pushed  the  stone  in  with  my  finger*  The  goose  then 


1.  faltens  :  gives  animals  food  so  that  they  become  bigger  and  fallor. 

2.  backyard  :  enclosed  area  behind  a  house. 

3.  thieves  :  (singular.  thief)  somebody  who  steals  thingst  somebody  who  takes 
things  that  rire  iiol  liis, 

4.  stoten  pruperty  :  things  belonging  to  other  people  taken  illegally. 

5.  swallow  :  send  something  from  your  mouth  to  your  stomach. 

6.  barred  tail  :  _  4_ 

7.  beak  :  x 
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l”‘ll0Wed  ,h“  S,one-  The"  1  *old  o.y  d..«  tha,  ,  „a„,„d  my 
Christmas  goose  then.  She  though,  i,  „a5  .  bi,  7trange,  hu,  i„ 
tiie  end  she  saxd  I  could  have  the  goose. 

‘  IJnfortimately,  while  I  „as  ,aIki„g  to  my  sister  the 
escaped  a„d  „e„,  i„  the  middle  ,he  flock ,  ^  fte  ^ 
geese.  ,  caugh,  i,  aga,„.  kiIled  it  a„d  ^  .,  ,o  ^ 

audsley.  ,  ,0ld  him  ,he  story.  We  the„  cu,  ope„  ,ha  goose 
bu,  „e  could  „ot  fl„d  fhe  s.„„e,  I  ra„  bact  to  ray  sIst„ ,  a„d 

asked  her  ,1  there  „ere  a„y  other  „hi,e  geese  „i,h  harred  tails 

,e  sard  thal  there  „ere  l„o  olher  o„es,  but  she  had  sold  them 
,o  ,he  deaJer2  called  Dreckiuridge  of  Coveu,  Cardru 

',  „eu,  lo  him,  a„d  he  ,o,d  me  Iha,  he  had  sold  ,hem  al, 
You  heard  him  touight.  No„  ,  „il,  he  cousidered  a  thief,  a„d  I 
havo  not  oven  louched  the  blue  carbuncle.  God  help  me>’ 

There  „as  a  mome„t  of  si,e„ce,  a„d  lhe„  Holmes  gol  „„ 
and  opened  the  door.  1 

‘Get  out!'  3  shouted  Holmes. 

What  sir?  Oh  liiank  you!’  cried  Ryder. 

‘No  more  words.  Get  out!’ 

And  there  were  no  more  words.  Ryder  ran  out  of  the  room 
and  out  of  the  house. 


1-  ttnck  ,  a  gronp  of  birds, 

2'  (leater  :  a  parson  who  huys  and  sells  things. 
I-  Get  out!  :  Go  away!  Leave  this  room! 
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cAfter  alls  Watson/  said  Holmes,  reaching  for  his  pipe,  cif 
the  police  can't  catch  their  own  criminals,  1  don’t  have  to  do  it 
for  them.  Also  this  Rvder  will  never  coxnmit  another  crime 
again.  He  is  too  frightened.  Besides,  1  this  is  the  season  of 
forgiveness.  2  Chance  has  given  us  an  incredihly  interesting 
little  problem,  and  its  solution  should  satisfy  us.  And  now, 
Doctor,  we  shall  hegin  another  investigation  in  which  a  bird  is 
also  the  most  important  part:  our  dinner. 


Tiffnp 


1.  Busides  :  In  addition,  rnoroover. 

2.  forgivenfi.ss  :  pardon,  mercy. 
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V  I  T  I  e 


Go  back  to  the  text 

PETP  Read  the  Senleilces  heiow.  For  each  question  t  a  ticfc  (y]  -n 
correct  box. 

1  Why  did  Peterson  come  to  see  Holmes? 

A  [J  Because  he  had  lost  his  Christmas  goose. 

B  L  J  Because  his  goose  had  died. 

c  L  ]  Becausc  the  goose  had  come  to  li±e  again  and  flown 
out  of  the  wiiidow. 

D  □  Because  he  had  found  a  precious  stone  in  the  stomach 

cf  the  goose, 

2  How  did  Feterson  know  that  it  was  a  precious  stone? 

A  Lj  Because  it  was  sliiny. 

B  □  Because  it  eut  glass  like  butter. 

C  LJ  Because  Peterson  had  read  about  it  in  the  newspaper. 

"  ■  !  Because  Holmes  told  him  that  it  was  a  precious  stone. 

3  Who  is  James  Ryder? 

A  1_J  He  is  the  servant  of  the  Countess  of  Morcar. 

B  L  .  He  is  the  hotel  attendanl  who  sent  John  Horner  up  to 
the  Countess1  room  to  repair  a  gratu. 
c  [  J  He  is  a  friend  of  the  Countess  of  Morcar. 

D  i  He  is  a  commissionare,  a  friend  of  Sherlock  Holmes. 

4  Who  is  John  Horner? 

A  □  He  is  a  hotel  attendant. 

B  i  _  !  He  is  the  man  who  was  sent  to  repair  the  grate  in  the 
Countess’  room,  and  who  was  later  accused  of  having 
stolen  the  blue  carbuncle. 

C  |_|  He  is  the  Countess'  servant. 

^  D  He  is  a  friend  of  James  Ryder. 
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5  How  does  Holmes  doduco  that  Mr  Henry  Baker  had  no  part  in 

the  theft  of  the  blue  oarbuncle? 

A  |  |  Because  he  came  to  get  his  hat  back. 

B  |  |  Because  he  dropped  tho  goose  and  ran  away  from 

Peterson. 

C  i  i  Because  he  was  only  interested  in  having  another 
gooso  and  hc  did  not  want  the  stomach  of'  the  first 
goose,  where  the  blue  carbuncle  was, 

D  □  Because  he  got  the  goose  from  the  goose-club,  aod  Mr 
Windigat  did  not  work  at  the  hoteL 

6  How  did  Hohnes  know  that  Ryder  had  stolen  the  blue  carbuncle? 

A  |  j  Because  tho  goose  salosman  at  Covent  Garden  told  hiim 

B  |  |  Because  Ryder  was  looking  for  the  goose,  so  he  must 

have  known  that  the  blue  carbuncle  was  inside  it. 

C  |  |  Because  Ryder  had  ealled  the  police  to  the  report  the 

stolen  hluo  carbuncle. 

D  □  Because  Henry  Baker  had  not  stolen  it,  so  Ryder  rnust 
have  stolon  it. 

7  Why  did  Ryder  force  the  goose  to  swallow  the  blue  carbuncle? 

A  |  |  Bocause  he  needed  a  safe  way  of  carrying  the  blue 

carbuncle  to  his  friend  Maudsley. 

B  □  Because  the  goose  was  too  thin. 

C  |  |  Because  ho  was  afraid  that  his  sister  would  find  it 

D  □  Becauso  ho  wanted  to  surprise  Henry  Baker. 

a  How  did  Breckinridge  get  tlie  goose  with  the  blue  carbuncle? 

A  j  The  gooso  escaped  from  Ryder  and  then  he  caught  the 
wrong  goose.  The  goose  with  the  blue  carbuncle  wras 
thon  sold  by  Ryder’s  sister  to  Mr  Breckinridge. 

B  The  goose  flow  to  Covont  Garden  and  Mr  Breckinridge 
caught  it  there. 

C  |  |  Maudsley  sold  it  to  Mr  Breckinridge  by  mistake. 

D  |  |  Mr  Breckinridgo  went  to  Ryder’s  sister  and  asked  her 

for  the  goose. 


51 


A  C  T  I  V  I  T  I  E  S 

Tite  whole  cttain  of  events 

0  Number  the  following  sentences  in  Ihe  right  order  so  as  to  show 
how  the  hlue  carbuncle  arrived  into  Sherlock  Holmes’  hands. 

a.  [[  |  Mrs  Oakshott,  James  Rvder’s  sister,  sells  the  goose  lo  Mr 

Breckinridge, 

b.  □  Mr  Peterson  takes  the  goose  home,  and  gives  it  to  his 

wife  who  cuts  it  open  lo  find,  to  her  great  surprise,  the 
blue  carbuncle! 

c.  I  ]  James  Ryder  takes  the  blue  carbuncle  to  his  sister’s  house 

and  forces  a  goose  to  swallow  it,  but  the  goose  escapes! 

d.  |  ,  While  returning  homc  wdth  his  goose,  Mr  Henry  Baker  is 

attacked  by  sorne  men  and  he  drops  the  goose  and  his 
liat,  which  are  found  by  Mr  Peterson. 

e.  I  1  Mr  Windigate  of  the  Alpha  Inn  buys  the  goose  from  Mr 

Breckinridge  for  his  Christmas  goose-club. 

f.  [  ,  Mr  Windigate  of  the  Alpha  Inn  gives  the  goose  to  a 

member  of  his  goose-club,  Mr  Henry  Baker. 

g.  i  j  Mr  Peterson  takes  (he  goose  and  the  hat  to  his  friend  Mr 

Slierlock  Holmes  -  Holmes  keeps  the  liat,  but  he  gives 
the  goose  to  Mr  Peterson  for  his  dinner. 

b'  fames  Ryder,  with  the  help  of  the  Countess’  maid,  steals 
the  bluc  carbuncle. 

i.  □  Mr  Peterson  takes  the  blue  carbuncle  hack  to  Holmes, 

who  then  begins  his  investigation  of  this  incredible  cJiain 
of  events. 

j.  I  ]  The  Countess  of  Morcar  brings  the  blue  carbuncle  with 

her  to  the  Hotel  Cosmopolitan* 


Put  it  in  the  past 

E|  Put  all  the  verbs  in  Ihe  sentences  above  into  the  past  and  rewrite 
them  as  a  paragraph  using  linking  words. 
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Conan  Doyle  Defends  the 
Crew1  of  the  Tftanic 


Alrnost  everybody  knows  about  the  Titanic ,  thc  luxury  liner2 
which  sank  in  the  Allantie  Ocean  on  15  April  1912.  It  has 


become  a  symbol  of  human 
arrogance  and  presumption. 
The  Titanic  left  thc  hnglish 
port  of  Southampton  o n 
Wednesday  10  April  at  full 
speed.  3  It  continued  to 
travel  at  full  speed  even 
when  it  received  four 
telegraph  messages  saying 
that  therc  werc  icebcrgs  in 
the  area.  The  captain  of  the 
Titanic  was  certain  that  his 
look-outs  4  would  see  the 
icehergs  in  time.  In  fact,  at 
11.40  p.m.  on  14  April  thc 
look-outs  telephoned  the 


Titanic  in  White  Dock  by  G.  Fraser. 


1 .  crew  :  the  peoplc  who  work  on  a  ship  or  aoroplane. 

2.  luxury  liner  :  a  ship  that  carries  passfingers  and  i$  for  rich  people, 

3,  lnll  speed  :  as  fast  as  it  could  go. 

4,  look-outs  :  the  sailors  who  Tooked  out  for’  icebergs. 
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biidge  *  and  said,  "Icebcrg  right 
ahead !  -  The  captain  thcn  gave 
orders  to  change  the  course  3  of  the 
ship,  but  he  was  not  in  time. 

The  Titanic  hit  the  icebcrg  on  the 
starboard  side,  4  and  the  collision 
caused  a  300-foot  cut  in  its  hull.  5 
At  about  midnight  the  captain  knew 
that  thc  boat  was  going  to  sink,  and 
ordered  the  crew  to  bcgin  preparing 
the  lifeboats.  7  Unfortunately,  not  all 
of  the  crew  knew  which  lifeboats 
wcte  theirs  or  which  passengers  had 
to  get  on  their  lifeboats.  This  canscd 
a  lot  of  confusion. 

Finally,  at  12.30  a.m.  the  Captain  gave  the  orders  for  the  women 
and  children  to  bc  put  on  the  lifeboats,  but  many  of  thcm  did  not 
go,  many  did  not  realise  that  the  Titanic  was  about  to  sink;  olhers 
thought  that  another  ship,  the  Carpathia  was  nearby;  and  others 


Caplain  Smiih, 


1.  biifige  ;  the  part  of  the  boat  wheru  the  captain  ccmtrols  the  ship. 

2.  right  ahead  :  directly  in  front  of  us, 

3.  course  :  (here)  direetion. 

4‘  rs  ,,sed  for  sh,ps  and  aeropl—  *■*-»•»*  —  -  y°u 

5.  huJI  :  principal  body  of  a  ship, 

G'  Sink  :  [sink’  sank'  sunk)  SO  onder  the  water  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean. 

/-  hfeboats  :  the  small  boats  on  a  ship  used  whexi  the  ship  sinks. 
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did  not  want  to  ieave  their  husbands.  Therefore,  many  lifeboats 
left  half  fu'll,  and  even  thongh  the  sea  was  calm,  very  few  of  the 
lifeboats  returned  to  help  the  passengers  in  the  water  after  the 
Tttanic  had  sunk. 

At  2.30  a.m.  Captain  Srnith  and  his  officers  went  down  with 
the  ship.  1  Of  the  2,200  passengers  on  board  only  about  700 


survived. 

The  newspapers  of  the  day 
wrote  about  the  sinking 
of  the  'unsinkable5  2  Titanic 
in  great  detail.  But  according 
to  the  playwright  2  George 
Bernard  Shaw  the  journalists 
did  not  write  the  truth.  They 
wrote  romantic  lies.  Arthur 
Conan  Doyle,  however, 
considered  Shaw’s  attack  on 
the  journalists  of  the  day  as 
an  attack  on  the  crew  of  the 
Titanic  itself  and  on  the 
honour  of  Britain, 

They  both  wrote  a  series  of 
long  letters  to  the  newspapers. 


The  tragic  news  was  spread  quickly. 


1.  w«nt  down  wilh  the  ship  :  they  stayed  on  the  ship  when  it  sank. 

2.  unslnkahle  :  a  boat  or  ship  that  can’t  be  sunk  is  ‘unsinkableh 

3.  playwright  :  someona  who  writes  plays  [Romeo  and  Juliet  is  a  play). 
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Arthur  wrote  in  one  of  his  letters  that  Lhc  band  on  ship  played  the 
religious  song  ‘Nearer  to  God’  to  keep  the  passengers  ealm. 
George  responded  Lhat  witnesses  1  reported  that  the  band  played 
happy,  quiek  songs  so  that  Lhe  passengers  -  especially  ihe  third- 
class  passengers  -  did  not  realise  that  the  Titanic  was  sinking 
until  the  lifeboats  had  gone, 

Conan  Doyle  said  that  Captain  Smith,  the  captain  of  the  Titanic 
was  an  honoured  sailor  who  made  one  ‘terriblc  mistake’  and  then 
tried  to  help  save  as  many  people  as  he  could.  Shaw  replied  that 
Captain  Smith  ‘made  no  mistake,  He  knew  perfectly  well  that 
icebergs  are  the  only  risk  that  is  considered  really  deadly  2  in  his 
line  of  work,  3  and  knowing  it,  he  chaneed  it  4  and  1  ost  the 
hazard/  5 6 

Arthur  thoughl  it  was  terrible  that  Shaw  criticised  thc  officers  of 
the  Titanic  bccause  they  had  done  their  duty  very  well.  Shaw 
says  that  the  officers  in  lifeboats  refused  to  rescue  the  people 
who  were  in  the  water  after  the  ship  sank  because  they  were 
afraid. 

Arthur  Conan  Doyle  concluded  his  last  letter  about  the  Titanic  by 
saying  that  George  Bernard  Shaw  did  not  have  the  humanity  that 


1.  witmjsscs  i  thc  puoplo  who  see  something  happen, 

2.  deadly  :  something  that  kills  is  deadly, 

3.  his  Line  of  work  :  his  kind  of  job  (i.e,  oaptain  of  a  ship), 

4.  chanced  it  :  took  that  chantie,  took  that  risk. 

5.  losl  thn  hazard  :  he  thought  he  would  not  hit  an  iceberg,  but  he  did. 
Therefore  he  lost  the  hiizard. 

6.  i'cscne  :  save  (people  in  danger). 


The  Titanic’s  band  -  all  of  thein  died. 
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‘prevents  a  man  from  needlessly  i  hurting  the  feelings  of  others’.  2 
Bernard  Shaw  felt  that  when  people  were  deeply  moved  3  by  a 
tragedy  like  the  sinking  of  the  Titanic  ‘they  should  spcak  the  truth’. 
The  truth?  Or  respect  for  the  feelings  of  people  who  have 
suffered?  Who  was  right?  Shaw  or  Conan  Doyle? 


□  Ansvver  these  questions  about  the  Titanic. 

a.  What  kind  of  ship  was  the  Titanic? 


b-  Did  the  captain  of  the  Titanic  know  that  there  were 
icebcrgs  near  his  ship? 


c.  Why  did  many  woinen  not  want  to  leave  the  Titanic  and 
get  on  the  lifeboats? 


d.  How  many  people  were  aboard  the  Titanic ?  How  many 
survived? 


needlessly  :  for  no  real  reason,  uniiecessarily. 

2,  hurting  ...  others  :  [to  hurt  someone's  feolings)  offendin^  others, 

3.  moved  :  touched  emotionally. 
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L 


PET0  You  are  one  of  the  passengers  that  survived  the  tragedy  of  the 
Titanic.  You  want  to  writu  lutter  to  a  friend  describing  what 
happened.  Write  your  letter  in  ahout  100  words. 

Dear  Mary, 


|  Fill  in  the  chart  helow. 


What  Arthur  Conan  Doyie 
thought 

What  George  Bernard  Shaw 
thoughl 

Tho  newspapers  wrote  good 
things  about  the  crew  of  the 
Titanic. 

The  band  on  the  ship  played 
happy  songs  so  that  the  poorer, 
third-ckiss  passengers  would  not 
know  the  ship  was  sinking,  and 
therefore  they  would  not  try  to 
get  on  the  lifeboats  reserved  for 
the  rich  first-class  passengers. 

Gaptain  Smith  knew  that  there 
were  icebergs  in  the  area,  but 
he  took  a  chance  and  lost. 

Because  of  this  many  people 
died. 

The  orew  of  thc  Titanic  did 
their  duty  well. 

You  sliould  not  hurt  other 
people’s  feelings  for  no  reason. 
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Q  Look  af  the  construction. 


The  capfain  ordened  me  to  come  hene. 

I  want  yoc  fo  help  roe. 

S'he  told  him  to  go  horoe. 

Subject  +  verb  (to  want,  to  tell,  to  order )  +  object  (noun  or 
object  pronoun:  me,  you,  him/her/it,  us,  you,  them}  + 

inflnitive  of  verb, 

Write  sentences  using  the  elements  below,  anil  say  what 

Captain  Smith  ordered  or  didn’t  order  the  crew  of  the  Titanic 
to  do. 

a*  to  slow  down  the  Titanic  in  case  of  icebergs 
b-  to  telcphoiie  thc  bridge  if  they  saw  icebergs 

c.  to  go  full  speed  ahead,  even  though  there  were  icebergs 

d.  to  put  the  men  in  the  lifeboats  at  12.00  a.m. 

e.  to  stay  on  the  Titanic  when  it  was  sinking 


Titanic,  painted  by  George  Washington  Sandell. 
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ACTIVITIES 


A  C  T  I  ^  I  T 


I  E  S 


Before  you  read 

|  The  characters  oi'  thc  first  part  of  the  story  present  themselves 

below*  Match  their  presentations  with  the  picture  of  cach  one* 

a*  My  name  is  Miss  Sutherland*  I  am  a  typist.  1  wear  glasses 

beeause  I  have  bad  eyesight, 

I  was  in  such  a  hurry  to  get  to  Mr  Holmes  that  t  put  on 
boots  that  wcjren't  matching  ancl  I  didn’t  even  button  them 
up*  I  receive  interest  from  the  money  which  1  inherited 
from  my  uncle.  I  am  engaged  to  Mr  Hosmer  Angei> 

b*  i  My  name  is  Mr  Wmdibank.  I  am  a  businessman  and  I  work 
in  the  City,  I  don’t  want  Miss  Sutherland  to  go  out  with 
men>  I  dontt  like  Miss  Sutherland’s  father's  friends.  I  often 
go  to  France  on  business  because  I  buy  wine  there*  I  don’t 
have  a  moustache  or  sideboards,  and  I  don’t  wear  glasses, 

c,  |  |  My  name  is  Sherlock  Holmes,  I  think  normal,  everyday  life 

is  very  interesting  and  strange,  If  you  observe  people 
carefully,  you  will  see  that  I  am  right.  I  told  my  good  friend 
Watson  that  if  we  could  fly  over  the  houses  of  London, 
take  off  their  roofs  and  look  inside,  we  could  see  how 
interesting  people’s  normal,  everyday  lives  are. 

d*  j  j  My  name  is  Mrs  Sutherland.  I  am  Miss  Sutherland’s 

mother.  After  my  husband  died  I  married  a  younger  man 
called  Mr  Windibank, 

e,  j  |  My  nanie  is  Mr  Hosmer  AngeL  I  am  very  shy.  I  always 

whisper,  I  wear  dark  glasses.  I  have  side  whiskers  and  a 
rnoustache.  I  always  type  my  letters  to  Miss  Sutherland. 

f,  j  |  My  nanie  is  Mr  Sutherland.  I  died  a  couple  of  years  ago, 

Miss  Sutherland  is  my  daughter.  My  wife  married  soon 
after  I  died.  Her  new  husband  sold  my  plumbing  business, 

I  had  a  good  business  though.  I  was  a  plumber. 
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ACTIVITXES 

Physical  characteristics 

]  This  story  talks  about  what  is  distinctive  about  a  person. 
Answer  the  following  questions. 

a.  What  is  distinctive  and  special  about  you? 

—  Your  physical  appearance;  hair  {]oloor,  eye  colour,  the 
struclure  of  your  body,  etc.; 


-  The  way  you  talk; 


-  The  way  you  write,  i+e.  your  handwriting; 


-  Thc  way  you  dress? 


Describe  what  is  distinctive  about  your  partner. 


b.  What  could  you  change  about  yourself  to  hide  your  true 
idcntity? 


T:  GRADE  6 

Q  Topic  -  Clothes 

Find  a  piclure  of  someone  wearing  either  old-fashioned  or 
modern  clothes  which  interest  you.  Tell  the  class  about  the 
clothes  using  these  questions  to  help  you: 

a.  What  period  are  the  clothes  from? 

h.  Why  do  you  like  these  clothes? 

c*  How  do  you  think  people  will  dress  in  the  future? 
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What  women  wear 

Q  Mat*:h  the  names  of  the  clothing  and  jewellery  with  the  pictures. 

dress  blouse  boots  jacket  eairings 


- 


AGTIVITIES 

Listen  to  this 

Jj  Try  to  fill  in  the  blanks  in  the  text  with  the  words  given  below. 
Then  listen  to  the  tape  and  check  your  answers. 

interesting  invent  wife  boring 
books  house  hnsband  drank 


£My  dear  fellow/  said  Sherlock  Hoimes  as  we  sat  hy  the  fire  in 

his  1 . .  at  Baker  Street,  ‘real  life  is  infinitely  stranger 

than  anything  we  could  2 _ * . We  would  not  daro  invent 

things,  which  are  commonplace  things  of  life,  lt  we  could  go  out 
of  that  window,  fly  over  this  great  city,  gently  remove  the  roofs  of 
honses  and  look  at  the  peculiar  things  that  are  happening,  the 
strange  coincidences,  the  plans,  and  the  wonderful  chains  of 
events,  we  would  discover  things  much  more  interesting  than  in 
. * 

VBut  I  do  not  believe  it/  I  answered,  ‘The  stories  in  the 
newspapers  are  never  very  interesting.  In  fact,  they  are  always 
very  . 

*That  is  because/  said  Holmes,  'newspapers  always  repeat  the 
official  reports  of  magistrates  and  police  reports,  You  can  be 
certain  that  there  is  nothing  as  unnatural  and  strange  as  the 
commonplace/ 

T  know,’  I  replied,  'that  your  cases  are  always  very  5 . . 

but  let  us  look  at  today’s  newspaper/ 

I  picked  up  the  newspaper  and  began  to  read  an  article*  It  was 
about  a  6 . whc  was  cruel  to  his  7 . . 

T  don’t  have  to  read  the  article/  I  said,  sbut  I  am  sure  that  the 

man  had  a  girlfriend,  that  he  . . and  thal  he  began  to  hit 

his  wife,  I  am  also  sure  that  there  was  a  sympathetic  sister  or 
landlady/ 


y  dear  fellow,’  *  said  Sherlock 
Holmes  as  we  sat  by  the  fire  in  his 
house  at  Baker  Streel,  ‘real  life  is 
infinitely  stranger  than  anything  we  could 
invent.  We  would  not  dare  2  invent 
things,  which  are  comraonplace  things  2 


r  JU  »  »  ,  -1  dT’l  iT^l-1  A  7  T  I 


4  K  i  n  nrci  I 


city,  4  gently  remove  the  roofs  of  honses  s  and  lonk  at  the 
peculiar  things  that  are  happening,  the  strange  coincidences, 
the  plans,  and  the  wonderful  chains  of  events,  e  we  wonld 
discover  things  much  more  interesting  than  m  books. 


1.  Mv  dear  fellow  :  My  good  Mfind, 

2.  dare  :  kave  the  couxage, 

3.  commonplace  things  ;  tliings  that  happcn  commonty,  often;  evoryday  thmgs. 

4.  this  great  city  :  Londoii. 

5.  roofs  ofhouses  ;  tops  of  houses,  covorings  of  houses. 

6.  chains  of  events  :  series  of  events  connccted  together. 
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Sherlock  Holmes  Investigates 

lBut  I  do  not  believe  it/  I  answered.  ‘The  stories  in  the 
newspapers  are  never  very  interesting,  In  fact,  they  are  always 
very  boring/  1 

‘That  is  because/  said  Holmes,  ‘newspapers  always  repeat 
thc  official  reports  of  inagistrates  and  police  reports.  You  can 
be  certain  that  there  is  nothing  as  unnatural  and  strange  as  the 
commonplace/ 

£T  know,’  I  replied,  ‘that  your  cases  are  always  very 
interesting,  but  let  ns  look  at  today’s  newspaper/ 

I  picked  up  the  newspaper  and  began  to  read  an  article.  It 
was  about  a  husband  who  was  cruel 2  to  his  wife. 

£I  don’t  have  to  read  the  articie/  I  said,  'but  I  am  sure  ihat 
the  man  had  a  girlfriend,  that  he  drank  :i  and  that  he  began  to 
hit  his  wife,  I  am  also  sure  that  there  was  a  sympathetic  *  sister 
or  landlady/  5 

‘You  have  chosen  a  bad  example,  Watson/  said  Holmes, 
‘because  I  have  worked  on  this  case,  The  man,  Mr  Dundas,  did 
not  have  a  girlfriend  and  he  did  not  drink  and  he  did  not  hit 
her.  Instead,  at  the  end  of  every  meal  6  he  took  out  his  false 

1.  boring  :  not  int(iri3stiiig. 

2.  ci’LiisJ  :  brutal,  unkind. 

3.  hc  drank  :  he  drank  a  lot  of  alcoholic  drinks  like  whisky  ,  gin,  baer,  otc. 

4.  sympathetic  :  lf  you  are  sympathetic,  you  feel  sad  or  sorry  about  somebody 
else’s  problems. 

5.  landlady  :  woman  whn  rents  a  building  or  flat, 

6.  moal  :  breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner  are  meats. 
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A  fASF  QF  IPENTITY 


teeth  and  threw  them  at  his  wife.  You  must  admit  that  nobody 

could  invenl  such  a  story!’ 

'Do  you  have  any  interesting  cases  nowV’  I  asked. 

‘Well,  I  am  working  on  ten  or  twelve  cases,  but  none  oi 
them  are  interesting.  They  are  important,  you  understand, 
without  being  interesting.  I  have  found  that  unimportant 
matters  are  usually  inore 
interesting.  Tf  there  is  u  big  crime, 
the  motive  is  generally  obvious, 

So,  they  are  generally  not  very 
intoresting,  But  I  think  I  will  have 
an  interesting  case  in  a  iew 
minutes/ 

Holmes  was  standing  at  the 
window  and  looking  down  at  the 
duIL  1  grey  London  streets,  There 
was  a  woman  standing  in  the 
street,  She  was  moving  her  hands 
nervously.  It  was  obvious  that  she 
could  not  make  up  her  mind.  2 
Then  suddenly  3 4  she  ran  across  the  road  and  rang  Holmes 

doorbekL 

1.  dull  :  (herej  not  bright,  dark. 

2.  makti  up  her  mind  ;  decide  whal  she  wanted  to  do. 

3.  suddcnly  :  quickly  and  without  warning. 
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Sherlock  Holmes  Investigates 


*I  know  those  symptoms^,  said  Holmes.  £When  a  woman 
hesitates  like  that  on  the  pavement,  it  means  that  she  has  a 
love  problem.  She  wants  help,  but  she  thinks  that  her  problem 
is  too  delicate  to  communicate.  But  when  a  woman  does  nol 
hesitate  and  rings  the  doorbell  hard,  it  means  she  was 

seriously  wronged.  1  In  this 
case,  this  woman  is  confused 
and  perplexed,  and  wants  an 
explanation/ 

As  Holmes  was  speaking,  the  servant 
announced  Miss  Mary  Sutherland.  She  was  a 
large  woman.  She  wore  a  hat  with  a  red 
feather,  a  black 
jacket,  a  dark 
brown  dress 
and  grey  gioves- 
She  also  wore  smali, 
roiiiid  gold  earrings. 

When  Holmes  saw  her  he  said,  ‘Isn't  it  difficuit  for  you  to 
type2  with  such  bad  eyesight/  3 

‘I  thought  so  at  first,’  Miss  Sutherland  replied,  ‘but  now  I 


1.  wronged  :  Lreated  badly. 

2.  type  :  write  using  a  typewrlter. 

3.  bad  eyesight  :  Jf  yo\i  have  bad  eyesight,  you  cannot  see  very  wrellr 
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c-an  type  without  looking  al  the  keys.’  1  Then  she  looked 
surprised  and  frightened  when  she  understnod  that  Holrnes 
already  knew  so  much  ahout  her. 

‘How  do  you  know  that?’  asked  Miss  Sutherland. 

‘it  is  my  business  to  know  things,’  said  Holmes  laughing.  ‘If 
I  could  not  see  these  things,  why  would  people  come  to  me'  In 
any  case,  I  can  see  the  marks  of  the  glasses  on  your  nose. 

‘I  have  come  here,’  she  said,  ‘because  I  want  to  know  where 

Mr  Hosrner  Angel  has  gone.’ 

‘Why  did  you  come  here  in  such  a  hurry?’  asked  Holmes. 
Ouce  again  Miss  Sutherland  looked  very  surprised.  Holmes 
then  explained  that  her  boots  werc  not  tho  sarne  and  that  they 

were  not  complotely  buttoned. 

‘  Yes,  1  did  hurry  out  of  the  house  because  I  was  angry  at  Mr 
Windibank,  that  is,  my  father.  He  did  nnt  want  to  ask  the 
police  about  Mr  Angel.  He  said  that  nothing  bad  had 
happened.  Tlus  made  me  angry  so  1  came  here  to  see  you.’ 

‘Your  father?’  said  Hoimes.  ‘He  must  be  your  stepfather  z 
because  his  surname  is  different  from  yours.’ 

‘Yes,  my  stepfather.  I  call  him  father,  even  though  that 


2.  stepfather  :  If  your  mother  has  a  husband  after  your  real  father,  her  new 
husband  is  your  stepfather. 
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seems  strange  to  me.  You  see,  he  is  only  five  years  older 
than  me/ 

‘And  is  your  mother  alive?’  asked  Holmes. 

‘Oh,  yes,  mother  is  alive  and  well,’  answered  Miss 
Sutherland,  'but  I  was  not  happy  when  she  married  Mr 
Wmdibank  so  soon  1  after  falher  died.  Also,  Mr  Windibank  is 
fifteen  years  younger  than  mother.  Father  was  a  plumber^  and 
had  a  good  business,  and  when  he  died  mother  continued  the 

business,  But  when  she  married  Mr  Windibank,  he  made  her 
sell  it/ 

‘Do  you  live  on  the  money  from  the  business?’  asked 
Holmes. 


'Oh  no,’  replied  Miss  Sutherland,  ‘I  inherited 
some  money  from  my  uncle.  I  cannot  touch  it,  but 
with  the  interest  I  receive  one  hundred 
pounds  a  year/ 

Ihat  should  be  enough  for  you  to 
live  quite  comfortably,’  said  Holmes. 

‘I  give  that  money  to  mother,  and  J  live  on  the  money  1 
make  typing,’  she  replied. 

‘Now,  can  you  tell  us  about  Mr  Hosrner  Angel?’  asked 
Holmes. 


u  so  soon  :  after  a  very  short  period  of  time. 

2.  pluraber  :  someone  who  repairs  water  pipes.  sinks.  toilets,  etc. 
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Miss  Sutherland  blushed  1  deeply  2  and  saidt  ‘I  met  him  at 
the  plumbers’  ball.  3  They  used  to  send  tickets  to  my  father 
when  he  was  alive,  and  after  he  died  they  sent  them  to  my 
niother,  But  Mr  Windibank  didn’t 
want  us  to  go.  He  said  that  my 
father’s  friends  were  not  good 
enough  for  us.  But  the  day  of 
the  bail,  Mr  Windibank  went 
to  France  on  business,  so 
mother  and  I  went  to  the  ball, 
and  it  was  there  I  met  Mr 
Angel.1 

‘I  s  u  p  p  o  s  e  /  s  a  i  d 
Holnres,  Mhat  Mr 
Windibank  was  very 
angry  with  you  when  he 
discovered  that  you  had  gone  to  the  ball.? 

‘No,  not  very/  replied  Miss  Sutherland,  ‘he  said  that  it  was 
i  m  p  o s s  i b I e  t o  s t o p  a  woman  whe n  s  h e  r e a  1 1  y  w a n t e d 
something.3 

* And  did  you  see  Mr  Hosmer  after  the  ball?’  askod  Holmes. 

"Yes,  but  he  couldn’t  come  to  the  house  when  father  was 


1.  hliishpfJ  :  her  fac:e  betrame  red  because  she  was  embarrassed. 

2.  flefiply  :  (here)  verv  much. 

3.  biill  :  party  where  you  dance. 
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there.  Father  didn’t  want  anybody  to  come  to  the  house.  So  Mr 
Hosmer  said,  “We  should  wait  until  your  father  goes  to  France 
before  we  see  each  other.  In  the  meantime,  i  we  can  write  to 
each  other  every  day.’” 

Were  you  engaged  to  2  the  gentleman  at  this  time?’  asked 
Holmes. 

Oh  yes,  Mr  Holmes.  We  were  engaged  after  the  first  walk 
that  we  took.  Mr  Angel  worked  in  an  office  in  Leadenhall 
Street.’ 

‘Which  office?’ 

‘That’s  the  worst  part.  I  don’t  know.’ 

‘Then  where  did  you  send  your  letters?’ 

lo  the  Leadenhall  Street  Post  Office  where  he  got  them.  He 
said  to  me,  “The  other  workers  in  my  office  will  make  fun  of 
me,  s  if  they  see  my  letters.’” 

‘I  told  him  Ihat  I  could  lype  my  letters,  like  he  did  his.  But 
he  said,  “A  typed  letter  comes  from  an  impersonal  machine 
and  not  from  you.’’  This  shows  how  fond 1 * 3  4  he  was  of  me,  Mr 
Holmes,  and  the  nice  little  things  he  thought  of.’ 

‘It  was  most  suggcstive,’  s  said  Holmes.  ‘I  have  always  said 

1.  ln  Ihfi  meantime  :  During  that  period  before  Father  goes  to  France. 

2  hi'ri/hpr  !  U  y°”  aFe  fiIlgaSBd  *°  someone’  y°u  have  promised  to  marry 

3.  make  fun  of  me  :  laugh  at  me;  say  that  I  am  ridicuious. 

4.  fond  :  to  be  fond  of  =  to  Iike. 

5.  It  was  most  suggestive  :  It  suggasts  many  things.  It  shows  many  things. 
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that  the  little  tliings  are  iofinitely  the  niost  important.  Can  you 
remember  any  other  little  things  about  Mr  Hosmer  Angel?’ 

‘He  was  a  very  shy  1  man,  Mr  Hoirnes.  He  always  wanted  to 
walk  with  me  in  the  evening  instead  of  during  the  day.  He  was 
very  gentlemanty.  Even  his  voiee  was  gentle. 

He  loid  me  that  he  had  had  a  bad 
infection  of  the  tonsils  when  he  was 
a  child,  so  he  had  to  whisper.  2  He 
always  wore  elegant  clothes+  His 
eyes  were  weak,  just  like  mine,  and 
he  wore  dark  glasses  against  the  sun.' 

4 W e H ,  what  happened  when  Mr  Windibank  returned  to 
France?7  asked  Holmes. 

‘Mr  Angel  came  to  my  house  and  said  that  we  should  get 
married  before  father  returned.  He  was  very  serious  and  said, 
“Put  yoiir  hand  on  the  Bible  and  promise  me  that  vou  will 
always  love  me,”  Mother  agreed  with  him.  Mother  liked  him 
from  the  beginning,  and  liked  him  even  more  than  I  did.  When 
they  started  talking  ahont  our  getting  married  within  the 
week, 2  I  asked  them  if  I  should  ask  father  first.  They  said  no. 


1 .  shy  :  timid. 

2.  whisper  :  talk  very  quietly. 

3.  within  thfi  week  :  bofore  tlie  presenf  week  ended. 
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I,  however,  did  not  wanL  to  do  anything  in  secret,  so  I  wrote  to 
falher  at  his  office  in  France.  But  the  letter  came  back  to  me  on 
the  veryi  day  of  Lhe  wedding.’ 

‘II  missed  2  him  then?’ 

Yes,  sir,  he  had  started  back  to  England  just  before  the 
letter  arrived  in  Franee/ 

HaT  that  was  unfortunate.  Your  wedding  was  planned  then 
for  the  Friday  of  that  week.  Was  it  to  be  in  church?’ 

‘Yes,  sir,  but  very  quietly.  On  the  day  of  the  wedding 
Hosmer  came  in  a  hansom  3 4  to  take  mother  and  me  to  the 
church.  But  since  therc  were  two  of  us,  mother  and  I  went  in 
the  hansom,  and  Hosmer  took  a  cab.  *  We  got  to  the  church 
first,  and  when  the  cab  arrived,  we  waited  for  him  to  come 
out,  but  he  never  did.  The  cabman  said  that  he  could  not 
understand  what  had  happened  to  him/ 

I  think  that  you  have  beon  very  badly  treated/  said 
Holmes* 

°h  no>  sir^  Hosmer  was  too  good  and  kind  to  leave  so. 
Why,  all  morning  before  the  wedding  he  said  to  me,  f*If 
anything  happens  to  mes  you  must  always  love  me.  You  must 

1.  very  ;  exactly  same. 

2.  missed  :  it  arrived  after  he  had  already  leffr 

3.  hansoiu  : 

4.  cab  :  another  type  of  earriage. 
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wait  for  me.  I  will  return  to  you.”  I  thought  this  very  strange  to 
say  on  the  day  of  our  wedding,  bnt  his  disappearance  explains 
everything.’ 

‘It  certainly  does,’  said  Holmes.  ‘In  your  opinion,  did  he 
know  that  he  was  in  danger?’ 

‘Yes,  I  think  so.’ 

‘But  do  you  know  what  the  danger  was?’ 

‘Nn,  l  don’t.’ 

‘One  more  qnestion.  How  did  your  mother  react? 

‘She  was  angry  and  told  me  that  I  should  never  speak  about 
him  again.’ 

‘And  your  father?  Did  you  tell  him?’ 

‘Yes,  lie  said,  “Something  terrible  has  happened  to  Hosmer, 
but  he  will  return.”  I  agree  with  my  father.  Why  would 
Hosmer  leave  me?  After  all,  there  was  no  money  involved.  3 
Hosmer  did  not  borrow  money  from  me,  and  I  never  put  the 
money  which  1  bad  inherited  in  his  name.  So  he  did  not  take 
my  money  and  leave.’ 

Then  she  pulled  out  a  handkerchief, 1  2  and  began  to  cry. 

‘I  will  try  to  solve  your  problem,’  said  Ilolmes,  'but  don’t 
tbink  about  il  anymore.  Forget  about  Mr  Angel.’ 

‘Do  you  think  that  I  will  ever  see  him  again?’ 

1,  involvcd  :  concerned, 

2 .  handkerchief  :  a  small  square  of  cotton  or  linen  used  for  cleaning  your  nose 
or  face. 
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‘No,  I’m  afraid  not/ 

‘Then  what  has  happened  to  him?’ 

‘You  will  leave  the  question  with  me.  Now,  I  need  some  of 
Mr  Angel’s  Ietters,  a  good  description  of  him,  and  also  yonr 
father’s  address/ 

‘I  neverhad  Mr  AngePs  address,’  said  Miss  Sutherland,  ‘but 
here  is  Mr  Windibank’s  address.  He  works  for  a  wine  importer. 
Here  is  the  advertisemenl  with  a  descripfion  of  Hosmer  that  I 
put  in  the  newspaper  the  Chronicle .* 

Miss  Sutherland  then  left,  but  before  leaving  she  said,  ‘I 
will  always  wait  for  Hosmer  Angel  to  return.’ 
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Go  back  to  the  text 


PET  Q  Decide  if  each  sentence  is  correct  or  incorrect.  If  it  is  correct, 
tick  (/)  A;  if  it  is  incorrect,  tick  (/)  B. 


1  Hoimes  thinks  thai  invented  stories  are  much 
stranger  than  real  life, 

2  The  man  in  the  newspaper  article  drank,  hit  his 
wife  and  had  a  girlfriend. 

3  Holmes  does  not  think  that  big  crimes  are  very 
interesting. 

4  Miss  Sutherland’s  real  father  is  dead. 

5  Mr  Windibank  i.s  Miss  Sutherland’s  stepfather, 

(>  Miss  Sutherland  receives  a  hundred  pounds  a 
year  as  interest. 

7  Miss  Sutlierland  is  a  typist. 

8  Mr  Windibank  always  went  to  the  plumbers’  balh 

9  Mr  Windibank  told  Miss  Sutherland  to  go  to  the 
plumbers*  ball. 

10  Mr  Windibank  was  in  France  when  Miss 
Sutberland  went  to  the  plumbers'  ball. 

11  Hosmer  Angel  wrote  his  letters  to  Miss 
Sutherland  by  hand  because  he  did  not  like 
maehines, 

12  Miss  Sutherland  did  not  want  to  tell  her 
stepfather  that  she  was  going  to  marry. 

13  Miss  Sutherland  will  always  wait  for  Hosmer 
to  return. 


A 

B 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

81 


A  °  T  1  V  1  T  I  E  s 

Man  throws  false  teeth  at  wife 

®  ,at  ,fhe  headline  of  **>e  newspaper,  and  then  Iuok  at  the 

litUe  aialogue. 


What  s  fhat  newspaper  arficle  aboat? 

It  s  aboat  a  man  who  throws  his  false  teeth  at  his  wife. 

fihn  short  story  navel  magazine  article 
newspaper  article  TV  show 

Use  the  following  words  to  help  you  write  the  dialogues. 


82 


activities 


83 


^C  TIVITIES 

He  must  be  your  stepfather  beeause  his 
surname  is  different  from  yours 

Sherlock  Holmes  Ionks  at  the  evidence  and  facts  of  a  case,  and 
then  he  draws  a  conclusion.  For  example,  Miss  Sutherland  talks 
about  her  father.  She  says  his  name  is  Mr  Windibank.  Holmes 
draws  the  conclusion  that  he  is  not  her  real  father,  bul  her 
stepfather.  He  says,  ‘He  niust  he  yonr  stepfather  because  his 
surname  is  difierent  from  yours*T 

If  your  friend  orders  a  big  boltle  of  mineral  water.  You  can  say, 
‘You  must  be  very  thirsty  because  you  have  ordered  a  big  bottle 
of  mineral  water/ 

Match  the  evidence  from  the  story  in  column  A  witli  the 
conclusions  in  column  Jf.  Then  write  sentences  as  in  Ihe 
example  above. 

A 

a*  |  3_]  (According  to  Watson!)  The  story  is  in  the  newspaper* 

b.  |  |  The  wonian  in  the  street  hesitates  to  ring  ^010105' 

doorbelh 

c.  |  1  Miss  Sutherland  has  marks  on  both  sides  of  her  nose. 

d.  |  ]  Miss  Sutherland’s  father  has  a  different  surname  from 

hers. 

e'  □  Alr  Angel  wears  glasses. 

f.  □  (According  to  Miss  Sutherland!)  Mr  Angel  did  not  want 

typed  lelters  from  Miss  Sutherland. 

g.  | — |  Miss  Sutherland  says  that  she  will  always  wait  for 

Hosmer  Angel  to  return. 
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B 

1.  really  be  her  stepfather 

2.  have  a  love  problem 

3*  be  very  coramon  and  boring 

4.  fond  of  her 

5*  wear  glasses 

6*  be  in  love  with  him 

7*  have  weak  eyes 

a.  According  to  Watsori.  the  story  rnast  be  very  comraon  and 
boririg  becatlse  it  is  in  the  newspaper. 
h . . . 

C . . * . * . .  - . . . . 

d . . . . . . . . 

e.  . . . . - . . . * . 

f,  . . . . . . . . 

£ . . . * . . . . . . 

Trutb  is  stranger  than  fietion 


]  a.  In  English  there  is  the  expression:  Truth  is  stranger  than 
fiction.  Is  there  a  similar  expression  in  your  language? 

Do  you  agree  with  this? 

b.  In  Part  One  Sherlock  Holmes  says,  ‘We  would  not  dare  invent 
things,  which  are  commonplace  things  of  life.’ 

This  is  similar  in  meaning  to  ‘Truth  is  stranger  than  fiction’ 
hut  it  means  that  strange,  peculiar  things  are  normal  and 
commonplace. 

Do  you  agree?  Do  strange  things  happen  to  you? 
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True  or  false? 


0  Below  are  three  stories.  Which  ones  do  you  think  were  invented, 
and  which  ones  do  you  think  are  real? 

Discuss  with  your  parlner, 

a.  THE  REPENTANT  THIEF 

A  year  agO-  a  nian  from  Portsmauth  lost  his  wallet.  He  had  left 
it  in  a  phone  hooth.  Last  week,  a  man  sent  this  letter  and  the 
walJet  to  the  office  of  a  local  newspaper: 

I  thought  about  it  for  a  iong  time.  I  arn  sorry  that  I  took  the 
wallet/ 

Inside  the  wallet,  along  with  the  original  contents,  the  thief 
had  added  45  poundsl 

b.  THE  YOUNG  ADVENTURER 

After  schoo)  a  12-year-old  boy  went  to  the  airport  and  got  011 
an  aeroplane.  Nobody  stopped  him.  Nobody  asked  him  for  a 
ticket.  He  sat  down  in  the  first-class  section.  The  boy  was 
discovered  during  the  flight  to  Jamaica.  The  boy’s  mother 
said,  ‘I  don’t  think  my  son  understands  wliat  hc  did.  He 
thinks  Lhat  it  was  fun!’ 

c.  THE  BAD  HUSBAND  WAS  A  BAD  MURDERER 

In  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  a  man  wanted  to  kill  his  wife. 

They  lived  on  the  eighth  floor  of  a  building.  The  man  threw 
liis  wife  out  of  the  window,  but  she  did  not  fall  to  the  ground 
because  she  got  tangled  in  some  electric  wires.  The  man  saw 
that  his  wife  was  stuck  in  the  wires  so  hc  decided  to  jump  on 
her  to  kill  her.  Unfortunately  for  him,  he  missed  his  wife  and 
fell  to  the  ground  and  was  killed.  His  wife  was  able  to  climb 
onto  the  balcony  of  a  neighbour’s  flat. 
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Before  you  read 

Q  What  men  wear 

Match  llie  naines  of  the  clothing  and  facial  hair  with  the  pictures. 


trousers  beard  shirt  moustache 
waistcoat  (American  English:  vest} 
shoes  sideboards  boots  tie  suit 
ovcrcoat  jacket  top  hat  hat 
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Listen  to  this 

Read  the  text  below,  The  words  or  expressions  in  brackets  have 
the  same  meaning,  Then  listen  to  the  first  three  paragraphs  on 
the  tape  and  cirele  the  nnes  used  in  the  text. 

When  she  had  (*gone  awciy,  left,  departed j,  I  askcd  Ilolmes  about 
the  case, 

The  young  woinan  is  quite  interesting,  bul  her  little  problem  is 
not  very  difficult  or  unusual.  Would  you  mind  reading  me  the 
description  of  Hosmer  Angel?' 

I  then  read  it  io  Holmes: 

Missing,  a  gentleman  called  Hosmcr  Angeb  About  5ft.  7in,  talh 
Hc's  strongly  built  with  black  hair,  biack  sideboards  and 
moustache;  he7s  a  little  bald  in  the  centre;  he  wears  dark  glasses; 
and  hc*s  got  (2a  prohlein  speaking,  a  speech  defect,  difficulty 
speaking).  He  has  got  (3a  yellowish  compiexion,  a  sallow 
complexion,  yellowish  skin),  He  was  wearing  a  black  coat,  black 
waistcoat,  grcy  trousers  antl  brown  boots.  Please  contact  Miss 
Sntherland  etc.  etc, 

That  is  enough/  said  Holmes,  ‘Now  look  at  these  letters  which 
Hosmer  wrote  to  hcr.  What  do  you  (4notice,  scet  observe)V 
They  are  typed/  I  (5commentedf  observed ,  said). 

"Not  only  that,  but  the  signature  is  typed  too.  The  point  about  the 
signature  is  very  suggestive  —  in  fact,  wc  can  (&say  it  solves  the 
mystery f  call  it  conclusive,  say  it  ends  the  mystery).’ 

‘Qf  what?' 

'My  (7good  friend,  dear  fellow,  deor  companion),  can’t  you  see 
how  important  this  fact  is  to  the  case?’ 

'No,  I  can’t/  I  (8answeredt  responded,  replied),  Tinless  Hosmer 
d i d n T  (9s ign  h is  le tters ,  wri te  his  name  at  the  end  of  the  le tter, 
write  his  signature  at  the  conclusion  ofthe  letter)  because  he 
didnT  want  tQ  bc  legally  responsible  for  what  hc  promised/ 
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hen  she  had  left,  I  asked  Holmes 
about  the  case. 

‘Tlie  young  woman  is  quite 
interesting,  hut  her  little  problem  is  not 
very  difficult  or  unusual.  Would  you  mind  reading  me  the 
description  of  Hosmer  Angel'f’ 


Missing,  a  gentleman  called  Hosmer  Angel.  About  5ft.  7in. 
tall.  He’s  strongly  built 1  with  black  hair,  black  sideboards 
and  moustache;  he’s  a  little  bakP  in  the  centre;  he  wears 
dark  glasses;  and  he’s  got  a  speech  defect.  3  He  has  got  a 


1, 

2. 


3. 


itrongly  built  :  with  a  muscular,  robust  body, 

Ijald  :  without  hair. 

speech  defect  :  hc  has  some  problem  speaking  (Hosmer  has  to  whispar). 
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sallow  1  complexion.  2  He  was  wearing  a  black  coat,  black 
waistcoat,  grey  trousers  and  brown  boots.  Please  contact 
Miss  Sutherland  etc.  etc. 


‘That  is  enough,’  said  Holmes.  ‘Now  look  at  these  letters 
which  Hosmer  wrote  to  her.  What  do  you  see?’ 

‘They  are  typnd,’  I  said. 

‘Not  only  that,  but  tho  signature  is  typed  too.  The  point 
about  the  signature  is  very  suggestive  3  -  in  fact,  we  can  call  it 
concltisive/ 

'Of  whai?, 

My  ^ear  fellow,  can't  you  see  how  important  this  fact  is  to 
the  caseV’ 

No,  i  can  V  I  replied,  ’unless  Hosmer  didn’t  sign  his  letters 
because  he  didn’t  want  to  he  Iegally  responsible  for  what  he 
promised/ 

‘No,  that  was  not  the  point,’  said  Holmes,  ‘but  now  I  will 
write  two  letters  which  will  solve  this  mystery.  One  of  the 
letters  is  to  Mr  Windibank’s  firm  *  in  the  City,  s  and  the  other 

1  allow  1  yellow  colour  generally  because  a  person  is  not  well. 

2.  coinplexion  :  the  colour  of  the  skin. 

3.  The  pnint  ...  suggest.ve  :  The  fact  that  there  is  no  signature  tells  us  (suggests 

to  us)  niany  things,  66 

4.  firm  :  conipfmy,  business, 

5.  the  City  :  the  parl  of  London  where  many  importanl  financial  institutions 
nave  their  offices. 
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one  will  be  to  Mr  Windibank  himsslf  to  ask  him  to  come  hore 
to  meet  us  tomorrow  evening  at  six  o'ciock/ 

A  few  minutes  before  six  the  next  day  I  returncd  to  Baker 
Street.  When  1  walked  in}  Holmes  was  doing  chemistry 
experiments. 

‘Wellr  have  you  solved  i t ? *  I  said  as  I 
walked  into  the  room. 

‘Yes,  it  was  the  bisulphate 
of  baryta/  1 

‘No,  Miss  Sutherland's 
mystery!’  I  cried, 

‘Oh,  that!  I  thought  you 
were  asking  me  about  the 
chemistry  experiment. 


1,  bisulphate  of  baryta  :  a  chemical  used  lo  kill  rats  and  mice. 
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There  was  never  any  mystery  in  the  matter.  The  only  problem 
is  that  the  scoundrel  i  did  not  do  anything  illegal,  so  he  can’t 
be  punished/ 

Who  was  Hosmer  Angel,  and  why  did  he  abandon  Miss 
Sutherland?' 

Bul  Holmes  did  not  have  time  to  answer  me,  because  just 
then  2  we  heard  someone  knock  at  the  door,  and  then  someone 
walking  towards  Holmes*  room, 

‘This  is  the  girl’s  stepfather.  He  wrote  to  me  to  say  that  he 
was  coming,’  said  Holmes. 

The  man  who  entered  ihe  room  was  a  strongly  built  fellow 
without  sideboards  or  moustache,  with  a  sallow  complexion 
and  he  looked  at  us  with  a  pair  of 
penetrating  grey  eyes.  He  was 
wearing  a  black  top-hat.  3 

’Good  evening,  Mr  James 
Windibank,’  said  Holmes.  ‘I  believe 
this  is  the  typed  letter  that  you 
wrote  to  me  to  say  that  you  were 
coming  here!’ 


1.  scoundrel  .*  a  bad,  selfish  person  with  no  moral  principles  or  scruples. 


2,  just  then  :  exactly  at  that  moment. 


3.  top-hat 
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‘Yes,  sir+  I  am  sorry  that  Miss  Sutherland  has  troubled  1  you 
about  this  little  problem.  AIso  I  don't  like  other  people 
knowiog  about  our  fainily  misfortune.  Anyway,  I  don  t  think 
that  you  will  ever  find  this  Hosmer  Angel/ 

‘On  the  contrary/  said  Holmes  quietly,  fI  am  almost  certain 
that  1  will  find  him/ 

Mr  Windibank  started  2  violently,  and  dropped  his  gloves.  d 
am  happy  to  hear  that/  he  said. 

sIt  is  a  curious  thing/  remarked  Holmes,  ‘that  a  typewriter 
is  just  as  distinctive  as  a  man’s  handwriting.  3  For  example,  in 
this  letter  of  yours,  I  can  see  that  this  part  of  the  lrT  has  a  slight 
defect.  There  are  also  fourteen  other  characteristics  of  your 
typewriter/ 

‘We  write  all  the  letters  in  the  office  with  this  typewriter/ 
said  Mr  Windibank. 

' And  now/  continued  Holrnes,  T  wnll  show  you  what  is 
really  very  interesting.  In  tact,  I  am  thinking  ahout  writing  a 
book  on  the  typewriter  and  its  relation  to  crime/ 

Mr  Windibank  jumped  out  of  his  chair  and  picked  up  his 
hat*  T  cannot  waste  4  time  over  this  ridiculous  talk.  If  you  can 


1,  tnmbled  :  disturbed,  bothered. 

2.  sliiricd  ;  {hfirtt),  his  bodv  moved  quickly  and  suddenly  as  a  result  of 
surprise  or  fuar. 

3.  handwriting  :  the  way  you  write  with  a  pencil  or  penf  not  with  a  typewnter 
or  computer. 

4,  waste  :  not  use  welt,  use  for  stupid  things. 
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catch  thc  maiij  catch  him,  and  let  me  know  when  you  have 
caught  him/ 

'Certainly/  said  Holmes,  walking  over  to  the  door  and 
locking  it.  ‘I  let  you  know  that  I  have  caught  him/ 

£What!  Where?’  shouted  Mr  Windibank  becoming  white, 
and  looking  around  like  a  rat  in  a  trap. 

‘You  can’t  get  away,  Mr  Windibank/  said  Holmes.  This 
case  was  really  very  easy.  Now  sit  down  and  we  can  talk  about 
it/ 

Mr  Windibank  fell  back  into  the  chair.  £I  did  not  do 
anything  illegal/  he  stammered.  1 

d  am  afraid  that  you  are  right.  Bnt,  Mr  Windibank,  it  was  a 
crueb  selfish  2  and  heartless  3  trick.  Nowf  let  us  look  at  what 
happened/  said  Holmes, 

Then  Holmes  sat  down  and  began  to  talk. 

£The  man  4  marries  a  woman  older  than  himself  for  her 
money.  He  can  also  use  the  money  of  the  daughter  as  long 
as  &  the  daughter  lives  with  him  and  the  motlier.  The 
daughter  has  a  lot  of  money  so  it  is  important  not  to  lose  it+ 


1.  stammured  ■  said  with  difficiilty. 

2.  selfish  :  a  selfish  person  oniy  thlnks  abont  himself  aud  never  thinks  aboui 
other  peoplo. 

3.  heartless:  without  heart.  i.e.  without  coneurn  or  lovo  for  othersj  eruoL 

4.  The  man  :  Holmes  is  talking  about  Mr  Windibank  Mmselh 
SH  as  lony  as  :  For  tho  amount  of  timo  that. 
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But  the  daughter  is  friendly  aod  affectionate,  so  it  is  clear 
that  she  will  soon  find  a  busband*  At  first  this  man  tells  the 
daughter  that  she  cannot  go  out,  but  this  will  not  solve  the 
problem  forever.  Then  one  day  the  daughter  says  that  she 
wants  to  go  to  a  balL  What  does  the  clever  *  stepfather  do 
then?  With  the  help  of  the  wife,  he  disguises  himselL  2  He 
wears  dark  glasses,  and  puts  on  a  fake  3  moustache.  Then  he 
changes  his  voice  and  speaks  very  softly.  He  is  even  more 
certain  that  his  plan  will  work  because  the  girl  is  shorN 
sighted.  4  Then  at  the  ball  this  man  keeps  away  other  lovers 
by  becoming  the  girTs  lover  himself/ 

Tt  was  just  a  joke  at  first/  groaned  5  Mr  Windibank.  ‘We 
didn/t  think  that  the  girl  would  fall  in  love.1 

lYes,  that  is  probably  true/  continued  Hulmes.  ‘But  the  girl 
really  fell  in  love,  and  you  decided  to  take  the  situation  to  the 
extreme.  You  began  to  see  her  often,  and  the  mother  said  that 
she  liked  him  very  much.  Then  you  decided  to  ask  Miss 
Sutherland  to  marry  you  so  that  she  would  never  again  think 


1  clovcr  :  a  cluvor  person  is  someone  who  can  think  quickly. 

2.  disguises  himself  :  changtss  his  appearanee  hy  wearing  glasses,  different 
clothes,  false  moustache,  etc.  so  that  other  people  will  not  recognise  him. 

3.  fake  :  false. 

4.  is  short-sighted  :  has  difficulty  soeing  things  that  are  not  near  to  her. 

5.  groaned  :  said  in  a  way  that  showed  that  he  was  suFfering. 
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"X 

±S~r 

i. 


about  otber  men.  But  it  was  difficult  for  you  to  pretend  i  to  go 
to  France  every  time  Miss  Sutherland  had  to  see  Mr  Angel. 
You  had  to  end  the  situation  dramatically.  In  some  way,  you 
had  to  keep  Miss  Sulherland  from  thinking  about  other  men  in 
the  future.  Therefore,  you  made  her  promise  on  the  Bible,  and 
y°u  told  her  that  something  could  happen  on  the  very  morning 
of  the  wedding.  You  took  her  to  the  church,  but  obviously  you 
could  not  marry  her.  You  disappeared  by  using  the  old  trick  2 
of  entering  one  door  of  a  cab  and  walking  out  the  other.  I  think 
this  is  the  chain  of  events,  Mr  Windibank!* 

‘Yes,  maybe  that  is  true,’  replied  Mr  Windibank, 

‘but  I  did  not  do  anything  illegal, 
and  now  you  are  hreaking  the  law 
because  you  will  not  let  me 
leave  this  room.’ 

‘You  are  right.  You  did  not  do  ^ 
anything  illegal,’  said  Holmes  as  he 
unlocked  and  opened  the  door,  ‘but  you 
really  doserve  to  be  punished,  and  I  would  li 
to  do  it.’ 

Then  Holmes  picked  up  a  riding-crop,  3  but  Mr  Windibank 
ran  out  the  door  and  out  of  the  house. 


1.  tn  pretend  :  make  people  believe  something  which  is  not  true. 

2.  trick  ;  tecimique,  deception. 


3.  riding-crop  ; 
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‘Now,  he  eertainly  is  a  cold-blooded  scoundrel!'  said 
Holmes  laughing.  ‘That  fellow  will  continue  doing 
worse  and  worse  crimes  until  he  does  something 
really  bad  and  finishes  on  the  gallows.  1  Tn  any  case, 

Lhis  case  had  some  interesting  points/ 

£I  cannot  completely  follow  your  reasoning  2  in 
this  case/  T  said. 

‘Wellt  it  was  clear  from  Lhe  first,  that  Mr  Hosmer 
Angel  had  a  very  good  reason  for  his  actions,  and 
that  the  only  man  who  could  really  profit  from 
the  situation  was  the  stepfather:  he  wanted  to 
keep  the  hundred  pounds  a  )Fear,  Then  it  wa 
very  suggestive  that  Mr  Windibank  and  Mr 
Hosmer  Angel  were  never  together,  and  so 
were  the  dark  glasses,  the  soft  voice  and  the 
moustache;  they  all  suggested  a  disgulse.  The  final  point  was 
the  typed  signature,  This  made  me  think  that  the  handwriting 
of  tho  man  must  he  very  familiar  to  Miss  Sutherland,  and  that 
if  she  saw  even  a  small  portion  of  it,  she  would  recognise  it/ 
'And  how  did  you  verify  these  ideas?’  I  asked, 

'First  I  wrote  to  Mr  Windibank's  firm.  'In  the  letter  I 


1.  giillows  ;  wooden  frame  iised  to  execute  criminals  by  lianging. 

2.  your  reasoning  ;  how  you  reasoned,  how  you  thought. 
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described  Mr  Angel  after  t  had  eliminated  evcrything  thal 
could  be  a  disguise,  like  the  glasses,  the  moustache  and  the 
voice,  and  1  asked  them  if  they  had  an  employee  iike  that. 
They  wrote  back  to  me  and  said  that  I  had  described  Mr  James 
Windibank.  Then  I  wrote  to  Mr  Windibank  to  invite  him  here, 
and  as  I  expected  he  typed  his  reply  to  me.  Then  I  compared 
his  letter  with  the  letters  of  Mr  Angel.  Voila  tout!’ 1 

‘And  Miss  Sutherland?’  I  asked. 

‘If  I  tell  her,  she  will  not  believe  me,’  replied  Holmes. 
‘Maybe  you  remember  this  Persian  saying,  “It  is  dangerous  to 
take  a  tiger  cub  2 3  from  its  mother,  and  it  is  dangcrous  to  take  a 
delusion  3  from  a  woman.’” 

TheEnp 


1.  Voilii  lciut!  ;  (Frenchj  That’s  it!  And  that's  ull  there  was  to  it!  That  is  tlie 
entire  story! 

2.  cub  ;  the  young  of  lions,  hears,  wolves,  tigersf  leopards,  etc. 

3.  delusion  ;  something  you  believe  in  which  is  not  truo. 
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Go  back  to  tlie  text 

|  Answer  the  following  questions. 

a.  In  Watson’s  opinion,  why  did  Hosmer  type  his  signature? 
h.  In  HoIniBs*  opinion,  why  did  Hosmer  type  his  signatuxe? 
o.  Why  didn’t  Mr  Windibank  want  Miss  Sutheriand  to  marry? 

d.  In  reality,  who  was  Mr  Hosmer  Angel? 

e.  How  did  Mr  Windibank  disguise  himself? 

f.  Why  did  Mr  Hosmer  Angcl  disappear? 

g.  How  did  Mr  Hosmer  Angel  disappear? 

h.  How  did  Holmes  knoiv  that  the  love  letters  and  Mr 
Windibank’s  letter  were  written  with  the  same  typewriter? 

i.  What  defects  are  mentioned  in  the  story? 

How  did  they  help  Holmes  solve  the  mystery? 


Missing:  a  gentleman  called  Hosmer  Angel 

I  Look  at  the  pirture  of  Hosmer  Angel,  antl  the  notes  about  him. 


Missing*  a  gentleman  called  Hosmen  Angel. 

He  is  of  avenage  height  He's  stnongly  boift 
He’s  got  black  hairh  bfack  sideboands  and  a 
rrjoastache. 

He's  a  little  bald  in  the  centne;  he  wears 
dark  glasses;  and  he's  got  a  speech  defect 
He  has  got  a  sallow  complexion.  He  was 
wearing  a  black  coat  bfack  waistcoat  grey 
tnoasers  and  brown  boots.  Please  contact 
Miss  Satherland. 
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Now  look  »t  the  following  three  pictures  and  write  similar 
descriptions  using  the  additional  information, 


a. 


Mycroft  Holmes 

Sherfock  Holmes'  brother 
aristocratic  accent 
contact  Jherlock  Holrnes 


Prof  essor  Moriarty 

criminal 
arostocratic 
English  accent 
the  jMapoleon  of  crime 
contact 
Sherlock  Hobes 


Irene  Adler 

Anoerican  accent 
about  Sft  5in. 

contact 
Sherlock  Holnies 
the  only  woman  who 
has  ever  defeated 
Holmes 


b. 
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PETQ  Here  are  some  sentences  about  the  characters  on  the  previous 
page,  For  each  question,  complete  the  second  sentence  so  that  it 
means  the  same  as  the  first  using  no  more  than  three  words. 

Example:  Professor  Moriarty  doesn’t  speak  with  a  foreign  accent. 
Professor  Moriarty  hasnft  got  a  foreign  accent . 


1  Irene  Adler  is  the  only  woman  who  has  ever  defeated  Holmes* 

No . . . .  defeated  Holmes  apart  from  Irene 

Adler. 

2  If  no  one  oontacts  Sherlock  Holmes,  he  won't  he  able  to  find 
these  missing  people. 

Sherlock  Holmes  won’t  be  able  to  find  these  missing  people 
unless . . . him. 

3  Mycroft  Holmes  has  got  more  hair  than  Professor  Moriarty. 

Professor  Moriarty  has  got . . . .  Mycroft 

Holnies. 

4  Irene  Adler  hasn't  worn  pink  for  a  long  time. 

IFs  a  long  time  since  lrene  Adler . pink. 

5  Professor  Moriarty  is  known  as  the  Napoleon  of  crime. 

People  . . . . Professor  Moriarty  the  Napoleon 

of  crime. 
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Conan  Doyle  and  tiie  case 
of  the  missing  cousin 

Q  Because  Conan  Doyle  was  vury  famous  as  the  creator  of 
Sherlock  Holmes,  people  often  wrote  to  him  for  help. 

In  1907,  a  Scottish  woman  wrole  and  asked  him  to  find  her 
missing  cousin. 

Dear  M n  Doyle. 

I  need  your  help.  My  oousin  disappeaned  a  week  ago.  I  think 
something  terribfe  has  happened  to  him,  Maybe  he  was 
kidnapped! 

He  went  to  London.  and  he  sfayed  in  a  big  hotel.  The 
evening  he  disappeared.  he  went  to  a  music-hall  show.  He 
returned  to  the  hotel  abouf  fen  o’clock,  But  nobody  saw 
him  after  thaf.  The  mari  who  was  sfaying  in  fhe  next  room 
said  ‘I  heard  noises  in  his  room  during  fhe  night' 

Please  help  me! 

Arthur  saids  T  tried  to  soe  the  problem  through  the  eyes  of  Mr 
Holmos.5  Arthur  telephoned  the  bank  of  the  missing  cousin.  The 
missing  consin  had  Laken  all  of  his  inonoy  from  tho  bank  before 
be  came  lo  London  -  £4(J. 

After  an  hourt  Artliur  sent  the  woman  a  message: 

Your  cousin  is  in  Scotland.  Look  for  him  in  Glasgow  or  Edinburgh. 

How  did  Arthur  know  this?  ... 

Here  is  how  Arthur  reasoned,  but  you  must  put  his  conclusions 
on  page  105  in  the  right  places! 

The  missing  cousin  wanted  to  disappear  because  he  had  taken 
out  all  his  money  before  ho  disappeared. 

a*  E  Therefore,  he  was  not  kidnapped. 
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The  man  in  the  next  room  was  wrong.  There  are  many  noises  in  a 
big  hoteL 

b.  |  ]  Therefore,  . . . . . . . . . 

The  missing  cousin  left  during  the  night.  But  there  is  a  night 
porter  in  all  hotels.  It  is  impossible  to  leave  a  hotei  without  the 
night  porter  seeing  you  after  the  dooT  is  shut.  The  door  is  shut  at 
twelve  midnight 

c.  |  Therefore,  . . . . ....... . . . . 

The  missing  cousin  left  with  his  bag,  No  one  noticed  him 
leaving. 

d.  |  J  Therefore,  . . . . . . . . . . 

The  missing  cousin  wanted  to  hide,  but  he  did  not  want  to  hide 
in  London.  If  he  had  wanted  to  hide  in  London,  he  would  nol 
have  left  the  hotel. 

e.  |  |  Therefore,  ....... . . . . . . . . 

If  the  missing  cousin  took  a  train  to  a  small  town,  people  would 
notice  him. 

f.  [  |  Therefore,  . . . . . . . . . 

I  looked  at  the  train  timetables  and  discovered  that  the  only 
trains  going  to  big  cities  were  the  trains  goiug  to  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow. 

g*  □  Therefore . . . . . . 
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The  conclusions: 

1*  It  is  probable  that  he  left  when  many  of  the  hotel  guests  were 
returning  after  the  theatre  at  around  eleven  or  eleven-thirty. 
This  is  when  most  shows  end.  After  eleven-thirty  very  few 
people  return  to  the  lioteL  and  the  missing  cousin  would  have 
been  noticed  wilh  his  bag, 

2,  He  would  go  to  a  big  city,  wherc  most  people  get  off  the  train 
and  he  would  not  be  noticed  or  observed. 

3,  I  am  sure  that  he  went  to  Edinburgh  or  Glasgow. 

4.  The  missing  cousin  left  before  twelve  midnight. 

5.  He  waoted  to  cateh  a  train  to  go  to  some  other  place. 

(>.  He  was  not  kidnapped. 

7*  He  probahly  heard  noises  from  another  room  ,  and  not  noises 
from  the  missing  cousln’s  room. 


TiGRADE  5 

Topic  “  Transport 

Find  a  picture  of  a  means  of  transport.  Tell  the  class  about  it 
using  the  following  queslions  to  help  you: 

a.  Have  you  ever  travelled  by  this  means  of  tTansport? 

b.  How  do  you  prefer  to  travel? 

c.  How  did  people  travel  in  the  past  and  how  will  they  travel  in 
the  futurc? 
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Arthur  Defends  the  Underdog 1 

n  Arthur  Conan  Doyle’s  books,  his  heroes  always  defend  the 
1.  underdog.  You  can  see  three  examples  in  the  stories  in  this  book. 
Sherlock  Holines  was  a  sort  of  modem  knight, 2  and  the  poor  and  the 
weak3  knew  that  he  would  help  them+  But  Arthur  did  not  only  write 
about  defending  the  underdog,  he  did  it  in  real  life. 

One  of  Conan  Doyle's  battles  was  in  favour  of  the  Afrieans  of  the 
Congo,  present-day  Zaire.  In  1885  King  Leopold  II  said  that  all 
‘vacant’  land  4  in  the  Congo  was  his.  ‘Vacant’  meant  that  no 
Europeans  lived  there,  Of  course,  there  were  many  Africans  who 
lived  there,  but  for  King  Leopold  these  people  did  not  have  any 
importance.  The  only  thing  of  importance  was  rubber, 3  especially  for 
thc  new  automobile  industry.  Rubber,  at  this  tirne,  6  came  from  the 
trees  of  the  African  jungle,  and  it  was  very  important  then  for 
industry,  The  Rclgians  forced  the  Alficans  to  collect  rubber.  Often,  if 
the  Africans  did  not  collect  enough  rubber,  the  Belgians  cut  off  one 
of  their  hands.  Sometimes,  the  Belgians  kidnapped  all  the  women 


1.  underdog  :  someono  who  always  loses  because  he  is  in  a  bad  or 
disadvantageous  position. 

2.  knight  : 

3.  weak  :  not  strong. 

4.  vacant  land  :  empty  land,  land  where  nobody  lives. 

5.  rubher  :  strong,  elastic  substance  used  to  make  tyres,  halls,  raincoats,  etc. 

6.  Kobher  ...  time  :  Before  World  War  II,  all  rubber  camo  from  the  juice  of  rubber 
trees,  aspecially  trees  cultivated  \n  Malaysia  and  Indonesia.  During  the  war 
synthetic  rubber  was  developed,  and  today  most  of  the  rubber  used  is  synthetic. 
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and  ehildren  of  ati  African  village.  The  men  of  the  village  could  not 
have  their  families  back  until  they  brought  the  Belgians  a  certain 
amount  of  rubber.  A  British  diplomat,  Roger  Casement  began  to 
protest  against  the  treatment  of  the  Africans,  Arthur  joined 
Casement’s  protest,  and  in  1909  wrote  a  book,  The  Crime  of  the 
Congo .  Conan  Doyle  also  travelled  around  Britain  and  spoke  about 
the  crimes  of  the  Congo,  He  also  wrote  letters  to  important  people 
like  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Theodore  Roosevelt. 
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V 

. . . . . 

Later,  after  World  War  One,  in  1918,  Roger  Casement  was  eonvicted 
of  treason  1  because  of  his  fight  for  Trish  Independence.  Evcn  though 
Conan  Doyle  was  not  for  Irish  independence,  he  fought  for  Casement 
not  to  be  hanged.  Casement  was  hanged  anyway. 

Another  of  Conan  Doyle’s 
famous  battles  for  the  onderdog 
involved  2  a  young  solicitor 
callcd  George  Edalji.  George’s 
father  was  Indian  and  his 
mother  was  English.  George’s 
father  was  a  vicar  in  a  small 
English  town,  and  he  began  to 
reccive  anonymous  threatening 
letters.  3  At  the  same  time,  a  lot 
of  horses  were  attacked  and 
Georqe  Edalji.  physically  injured.  The  police 

The  Richard  Lancelyn  Green  CoJ lection.  ac  C  u  s  e  d  G  e  O  r g  C  o  f  b  o  t  h  t  h  C 

anonymous  letters  and  the  horse- 
maiming. 4 5  He  was  condemned  to  seven  years  of  penal  servitude. s 
Once  lii  prison,  George  wfrote  an  article  defending  himself  in  a 
magazine.  Arthur  read  this  article  and  believed  what  George  wrote. 


1 .  treason  :  the  crime  of  botraying  your  country. 

2.  iavolved  :  concerned.  regarded. 

3.  threatening  letters  ;  letters  in  which  the  person  said  he  was  going  to  do 
something  bad  to  George'  S  father.  (Example:  Dear  Vicar,  we  are  going  to  kill 
you  and  yoor  wife!) 

4.  horse-maiming  :  attacking  and  physically  hurting  horses  -  a  terrible  crime 
in  a  rural  communiLy. 

5.  penal  servitude  :  work  in  prison. 
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Arthur  began  lo  investigate  the  anonymous  letters  and  the  horse- 
maiming.  He  discovered  that  George  was  a  very  hard-working,  calm 
young  man,  who  never  drank  1  and  who  was  never  cruel.  2  He  also 
discovered  that  George  had  very  bad  eyesight. 1  ln  fact,  George  could 
not  sec  anything  Ihat  was  more  than  six  metrcs  away.  This  was  an 
important  faet  because  the  horse-maiming  was  committcd  at  night, 
and  the  criminal  had  to  cross  many  railway  lines  and  go  around  rnany 
obstacles  in  thc  dark.  This  was  almost  impossible  for  Gcorge. 

After  learning  these  things,  Arthur  wrote  many  newspaper  articles 
defending  George.  Finally,  the  Government  looked  at  George’s 
situation  again.  They  decided  that  he  was  not  guilty  of 4  the  horse- 
maiming,  but  Ihat  he  was  still  guilty  of  writing  the  anonymous 
lctters.  So,  after  three  years,  George  left  prison,  but  he  received  no 
monetary  compensation  for  his  time  in  prison  because  of  the  letter 
writing. 

Arthur  then  found  the  person  who  had  done  the  horse-maiming  and 
written  the  letters.  The  criminal  had  told  someone  that  he  had  done 
some  horse-maiming,  thal  hc  was  an  expcrt  butcher  and  that  he  had 
written  anonymous  letters.  In  addition,  the  criminal’s  handwriting 
was  the  samc  as  the  handwriting  of  the  letters  which  George’s  father 
had  received.  Finally,  the  horse-maiming  continued  when  George 
was  in  prison,  but  it  stopped  when  the  criminal  hitnself  was  away 


L  nuvnr  drank  :  never  drank  (alcoholic  drinks),  If  you  say  someone  ‘drinks 
too  much',  you  oi£)an  that  he  drinks  to  miioh  whisky,  gin,  beer,  wine,  etc:. 

2.  cruel  :  a  cruel  pcrson  likes  hnrting  other  people  or  animals,  or  making  them 
suffer, 

3.  cyesight  :  the  abillty  to  see. 

4.  was  nul  guilty  of  :  did  not  do  (to  be  guilty  of  =  to  be  responsible  ior  doing 
soraething  bad). 
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from  the  area.  With  this  evidence,  1  Arthur  was  sure  that  the 
Government  would  say  that  George  was  not  guilty  of  writing  the 
anonymous  letters.  But  the  Government  did  nothing,  even  with  the 
best  evidence  possible.  So?  George  received  no  money  for  his  time 
spent  in  prison  as  an  innocent  man.  Sherlock  Holmes  would  not  have 
been  very  happy  in  the  real  world. 


Q  Answer  these  questions  about  Ihe  text. 

a,  What  important  substance  came  from  the  Congo? 


b.  Why  was  this  substance  important? 


c.  What  did  the  Belgians  do  to  thc  Africans  if  Ihey  did  not 
collect  enough  rubber? 


ch  Who  was  Roger  Casement? 


e.  What  was  Gc orge  Edalji  accused  of? 


f.  What  Jkind  of  person  was  George? 


g_  What  evideoce  did  Arthur  have  that  George  did  not  write 
the  anonymous  letters? 


1  evidence  :  the  information  which  you  use  to  make  a  decisiou,  to  prove 
something,  etc. 


ACTIVITIES 


Before  you  read 


E  Try  to  fill  in  the  blanks  with  the  words  given  below.  Then  listen 
to  the  tape  and  check  youi'  answers* 

was  park  room  lost  walk 
new  explained  costs  much 
physical  return  hours 

Sherlock  Holmes  did  not  like  aimless  h. . .  exernise,  but 

one  spring  day  I  persuaded  hirn  to  go  for  a  2 . .  with  me 

in  the  park.  We  walked  for  two  a . .  and  it  was  almost 

five  when  we  returned  to  Baker  Street. 

‘I  beg  your  pardon,  sir/  said  our  page-boy,  as  we  entered,  £there 

4 . a  man  waiting  for  you.  He  was  a  very  restless 

gentleman.  He  walked  all  around  the  5 _ _ _ saying,  "Isn'L 

Mr  Holnres  going  to  . . ?"  Finally  he  leftd 

‘You  see/  Holmes  said  to  me,  ‘I  needed  a  case,  and  now  I  have 

7— .  ...  this  one  because  we  went  for  a  walk  in  the 

“■■■■■ . .  ■  Hullo!  That’s  not  your  pipe  on  the  table.  Well,  that 

nian  must  have  a  very  big  problem  because  heleft  hispipe.lt  is 

obvious  that  he  likes  this  particular  pipe  very  9 . . 

‘How  do  you  know  that  he  likes  it  verv  much?*  I  asked. 

£Well/  to .  Holmes,  T  think  this  pipe  11 . . 

aronnd  seven-and-sixpence.  Now,  look  it  has  been  mended  twice 
with  silver  bands  that  probahly  cost  more  than  the  pipe  itself.  So, 
this  man  must  like  his  pipe  very  much  if  he  prefers  to  mend  it 
instead  of  buying  a  12 . .  one  with  the  same  money/ 
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PART  I 


herlock  Holmes  did  not  like  aimless  1 
physical  exercise,  but  one  spring  day  I 
persuadcd  him  to  go  for  a  walk  with  me  in  the 
park.  We  walked  for  two  hours,  and  it  was 
almost  five  when  we  returned  to  Baker  Street. 

£I  beg  your  pardon,  2  sir/  said  our  page-boy, 3  as  we  entered, 
£there  was  a  man  waiting  for  you.  He  was  a  vcry  restless  4 
gentleman.  He  walked  all  around  the  room  saying,  Isn  t  Mr 
Holmes  going  to  return?^  Finally  he  left. 

eYou  see/  Holmes  said  to  me,  £I  needed  a  case,  and  now  I 
have  lost  this  one  because  we  went  for  a  walk  in  the  park. 


1.  aimlcss  ;  wifhout  an  aim  or  pnrpose>  for  no  particular  purpose.  or  roason. 

2.  1  beg  yonr  pardon  :  (here)  excustj  me, 

3.  page-boy  :  boy  who  wurks  as  a  servant, 

4.  restless  :  agitated,  nervous. 
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Sherlock  Holmes  Investigates 


Hullo!  1  That’s  not  your  pipe  on  the  table.  Well,  that  man  must 
have  a  very  big  problem  because  he  left  his  pipe.  It  is  ohvious 
that  he  likes  this  particular  pipe  very  much.’ 


‘How  do  you  know  that  he  likes  it  very  much?’  I  asked. 
‘Well,’  explained  Holmes,  ‘I  think  this  pipe  costs 
around  seven-and-sixpence.  Now,  look  it  has 
been  mended  2  twice  with  silver  2  bands 
Ihat  probably  cost  more  than  the  pipe 
itself.  So,  this  man  must  like  his  pipe 
very  much  if  he  prefers  to  mend  it  instead 
of  buying  a  new  one  with  thc  same  money.’ 

Just  then,  as  Holmes  was  talking,  w e  heard  someone 
walking  up  the  stairs,  and  then  a  rnan  walked  into  the  room 
without  knocking. 

I  your  pardon,’  said  the  man,  ‘I  should  have  knocked, 
but  I  am  very  upset,  4  and  I  need  help.’ 

The  man  then  look  off  his  hat,  and  sat  down  on  a  chair. 


‘My  dear  Mr  Grant  Munro...’  began  Holmes. 

Our  visitor  jumped  from  his  chair.  ‘What!’  he  cried.  ‘You 
know  my  name?’ 

‘If  you  want  to  preserve  your  incognito,’  said  Holmes 


1  Huilo!  :  {hore)  Look  ot  this! 

2,  mended  :  repaired, 

3,  silver  :  a  precious  white.  shiny  metal  used  to  make  jewollery,  coins,  knives, 
forks,  etc. 

4,  upset  :  agitated,  worried,  dislurbed. 


Thf  Yellow  Face 


smiling,  ‘then  you  should  not  write  your  name  on  the  inside  of 
your  hat,  or  else  you  should  turn  the  inside  of  your  hat  away 
from  the  person  whom  you  are  addressing. 1 

‘Anyway,  mv  fncnd  and  f  have  heard  many 
strange  secrets  in  this  room,  and  we  have 
had  the  fortune  to  help  many  people. 

Flease  tell  us  the  facts  of  your  case.’ 

‘The  facts  are  these,  Mr  Hohnes,’  lie  said. 

‘I  have  been  married  for  Ihree  years,  and  my 
wife  and  I  were  very  happy  until  last  Monday. 

Suddenly  a  barrior  appeared  between  us,  and  she  has  become 
like  a  stranger  2  to  me.  I  want  to  know  why.  But,  Mr  Holmes,  I 
am  sure  that  my  wife  loves  me.’ 

L  T  h,  1  1  ■  J-1-L  ^.4-  \  jf  r«  >“l  mjTrvTi  *  n  1  l- T  aI  m  P  C  W1  t  h 


some  impatience. 

‘Effie,  my  wife  was  a  young^widoyv,  3  only  twenty-five  years 
old,  when  I  met  her.  Her  narne  then  was  Mrs  Hebron.  She  went 
to  America  when  she  was  very  young  and  lived  in  the  town  of 
Atlanta,  4  where  she  married  a  man  called  Hebron  who  was  a 
lawyer.  They  had  one  child,  but  there  was  a  yellow  fever  3 


1 ,  addressing  :  (here)  Lalking  to, 

2,  strangHr  :  a  person  that  yon  don't  know  is  a  stranger, 

3,  widnw  :  a  woman  whose  husband  is  dead  is  a  widow, 

4,  Atianta  :  city  in  the  state  of  Georgia  in  the  southern  United  States. 

5,  yellow  fever  :  an  often  fatal  disease  causad  by  a  virus  transmitted  by 
mosquitoes. 
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Sherlock  Holmes  Investigates 


epidemic  there,  and  both  her  husband  and  child  died  of  it.  I 
have  seen  his  death  certificate.  After  this  tragedy,  she  decided  to 
leave  America,  and  come  back  to  England  to  live  with  her  aunt. 

‘I  should  also  mention  that  her  husband  left  her  a  large 
amount  of  money.  This  money  was  invested,  and  she  can  live 
very  well  with  the  income  i  from  it.  She  met  me  after  six 
months  in  England.  We  fell  in  love  wilh  each  other,  and  we 
rnarried  a  few  weeks  afterwards. 

‘I  am  a  hop  2  merchant,  and  I,  too,  have  a  good  income.  We 
rented  a  nine  house  in  the  nountry  near  Norhury.  There  is  an 
inn  3  and  two  houses  near  our  house,  and  a  single  cottage 
across  the  field  in  front  of  our  house.  llntil  this  recent 
incident  my  wife  and  I  lived  very  happily  there. 

‘There  is  one  more  thing  I  should  tell  you.  When  we 
married,  my  wife  put  all  her  money  in  my  name.  I  did  not 
think  this  was  a  good  idea,  but  she  insisted.  Well,  about  six 
weeks  ago  she  came  and  asked  me  for  some. 

"Jank,  she  said,  “when  you  took  my  rnoney  you  said  that 
if  I  ever  wanted  some,  1  should  just  ask  you." 

“'Cerlainly,”  I  said,  “it’s  your  money.  How  much  do  you 
want?” 


1.  incorae  ;  Ihe  money  you  receive  regularly  for  your  work,  or,  as  in  this  case, 
from  an  investment. 

2.  hop  i  a  plant  whose  flowers  are  uaocl  to  make  beer, 

3«  inn  :  a  small  hotel  that  also  serves  food. 
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!<iOne  hundred  pounds,”  1  she  said. 

‘“What  for?”  I  asked,  very  surprised  by  the  large  amount. 

'“Oh,”  she  said  playfully,  2 *  “you  said 
th-at  you  were  ooly  niv  banker,  and 
hankers  never  ask  questions,  you  know/ 
d  was  not  happv  about  this  because 


this  was  the  first  time  that  there  was  a 
secret  between  us.  I  gave  her  the  cheque, and  forgot  about  the 
matter.  It  may  have  nothing  to  do  with  what  happened 
afterwards,  but  I  thought  that  I  should  inention  it. 

£Anyway,  I  told  you  that  there 
is  a  cottage  near  our  house. 

Well,  I  like  walking  past 
that  cottage,  and  last 
Monday,  as  1 
walked  past 
the  cottage  I 
saw  an  empty 
van  4  going  awray 


1.  One  hundred  puunds  :  Hnlniua  says  in  the  storv  A  Case  of  Identity  (page  74} 
that  Miss  Sutherland  could  live  quite  comfoitably  for  an  entire  year  with 
oou  hnndred  poinids, 

2.  playfulljr  :  in  a  friendly  and  jokey  niaoner. 

3.  cheque  :  an  order  to  a  bank  to  pay  3  statcd  sum. 

4.  van  :  a  large  covered  waggon  (at  the  tiioe  of  this  story)  or  lorry  (now)  for 
transporting  things. 
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from  Ihe  cottage,  and  fuiniture  in  front  of  the  cottage. 
Someone  was  finally  going  to  live  Ihere. 

‘I  was  looking  at  the  cottage,  when  suddenly  J  Saw  a  face 


watching  me  from  an  upper  window.  There  was  something 
strange  about  the  face,  Mr  Holmes,  that  frightcned  me.  I  was 
n°t  very  near,  but  there  was  something  unnatural  and 
inhuman  abont  the  face.  It  was  yellow  and  rigid.  I  walked 
closer  to  the  house,  but  the  face  suddenly  disappeared. 

‘Then  I  went  to  tlie  door  and  knocked.  A  tall  woman 
answered  the  door.  I  told  her  that  I  was  her  neighbour,  and 
asked  her  if  she  needed  any  help. 

“Tf  we  need  any  help,  weTI  call  you,”  she  said  and  shut  the 
door  in  my  face, 

‘That  night  I  did  not  tell  my  wife  about  the  strange  face  and 
the  rude  i  woman,  but  I  did  tell  her  that  people  were  now 
livipg  in  the  cottage. 

lliat  same  night  something  strange  happenedl  In  the 
middle  ol  the  nrght,  when  I  was  not  completely  asleep,  I 
became  aware  Mhat  my  wife  was  dressed  and  was  leaving  the 
room.  She  looked  very  frightened  and  nervous.  I  waited  for 
aboul  twenty  minutes,  and  then  she  returned. 

“'Where  have  you  been,  Effie?”  I  asked  as  she  entered.  She 
moved  back  cj  u  i  c k  1  y  witli  frigiit. 


1.  rude  :  impolite,  not  cotirteons, 

2.  became  aware  :  realised,  perceived. 
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“Are  you  awake,  Jack?”  she  cried  with  a  nervous  laugh. 
She  told  me  that  she  had  wanted  some  fresh  air,  bul  I  did  not 
believe  her.  What  was  my  wife  hiding  from  me? 

‘The  next  day  I  had  to  go  to  the  City,  but  I  was  so  worried 
about  my  wife  that  I  returned  early  to  Norbury  at  about  one 
o’clock.  Walking  home  I  went  past  the  coltage.  I  stopped  for  a 
minute  in  front  of  it  to  louk  for  that  strange 
face.  As  I  slood  Ihere,  imagine  my  surprise, 
^r  Holmes,  when  the  door  suddenly 
opened  and  my  wife  walked  out! 

Oh,  Jack!”  she  said,  “I  came  here  lo 
soe  ii  our  new  neighbours  needed 
anything.  Why  are  you  looking  at  me 
Hke  that?  Are  you  angry  with  me?” 

So,  I  said,  ‘‘this  is  where  you 
went  during  the  nighl?” 

VVhat  do  you  mean?”  she  cried. 
“‘You  came  here.  I  am  sure  of  it.  Who  are 


tliese  people?” 

‘“I  have  not  been  here  before." 

‘“I  know  you  are  not  telling  me  the  truth.  I  am  going  to 
enter  the  cottage  and  discover  the  trulh!” 

“‘Please,  don’t  go  in,  Jack,”  she  cried.  “I  promise  that  I  will 
teil  you  everything  some  day,  but  if  you  enter  now,  you  will 
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cause  great  sadness.”  Then  she  held  me  tightly, 1  and  I  tried  to 
pnsh  her  off. 

'“Trust  me, 2  Jack!”  she  cried.  (iYon  will  not  be  sorry.  If  you 
come  home  with  me,  all  will  be  well.  If  you  force  yonr  way 
intn  that  cottage,  our  marriage  is  finished.” 

4“I  will  trust  youT  I  said,  “if  you  promise 
never  to  come  here  again.” 

'She  was  greatly  relieved.  3  Then  as  we 
started  to  leave,  I  looked  up  and  there  was 
tliat  yellow  face  watching  us  out  of  the 
upper  window.  What  link  4  could  there  he 
between  that  creature  and  my  wife? 

‘ After  Ihat  everything  went  well,  but 
one  day  I  returned  home  early.  I 

discovered  that  my  wife  had  been  to  the  cottage  again,  so  I 
went  to  the  cottage.  1  walked  into  the  house  and  found  no  one, 
but  upstairs  I  found  a  comfortable  room,  and  on  the 
mantelpiece  s  stood  a  full-length  photograph  0  of  my  wife.  I  am 


1,  tighlly  :  closely,  with  force, 

2,  Trusl  me  :  Believe  rae. 

3,  Shc  was  ...  relievBtl  :  She  ffilt  much  better  now  that  she  kncw  I  was  not 
going  to  eiiter  the  cotlage, 

4,  link  :  connection. 

5,  mantelpiece  :  the  shelf  over  a  fireplace, 

G,  fulUlength  photograph  :  a  photngraph  showing  the  entire  person  from  head 
to  foot. 
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sure  Lhat  our  maid  had  warned  >  them  that  I  was  arriving,  and 
Ihey  all  wenl  away.  That  is  why  I  didn’l  find  anyone  there. 

‘When  I  saw  my  wife  again  I  told  her  that  there  could  be  no 
Peace  between  us  until  she  told  me  the  truth.  That  was 
yesterday,  Mr  Holmes,  and  then  I  decided  to  come  and  see  you 
for  help.’ 

After  hearing  this  strange  story,  Holmes  sat  silent  for  a  few 
minutes,  thinking.  Then  he  said,  ‘Are  you  sure  that  the  yellow 
face  was  a  man’s  face?’ 

Rach  time  I  saw  it,’  he  replied,  ‘I  saw  it  from  a  distance,  so 
I  am  not  sure.’ 


- 


When  did  your  wife  ask  you  for  the 
money?'  asked  Holmes, 

'Almost  two  months  ago/ 

'have  you  ever  seen  a  photograph  of 
her  first  husband?* 

'No,  there  was  a  great  fire  in  Atlanta 
after  her  husband's  death,  and  ail  her 
papers  were  destroyed/ 

‘And  yet 2  she  had  a  death  certificate. 
Have  you  ever  seen  it?' 

*Yes,  she  got  a  duplicate  after  the  fired 


1.  wamed  :  (here)  told  them  in  advance, 
yet  :  (hero)  but,  howcver. 
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‘Have  you  ever  met  anyone  who  knew  your  wife  in 
America?’ 

‘No.’ 

‘Has  she  ever  talked  about  visiting  America  again?’ 

‘No.’ 

‘Ilas  she  ever  received  letters  from  there?’ 

‘No,  I  don’t  think  so.’ 

‘Thank  you,’  concluded  Holmes.  ‘Now,  go  back  to  Norbury, 
and  when  you  see  that  those  people  have  returned  to  the 
cottage,  call  us.  It  will  be  easy  to  solve  this  mystery.’ 
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ACTIVITIES 

Go  back  to  the  text 


{  a.  Complele  the  questions  with  lhe  correcl  question  word:  why, 
how t  who ,  whatt  whcre. 

If  you  can't  decide  which  question  word  is  correct,  look  at 
the  answers  lo  help  you. 

THE  QUESTIONS 


1,  ...Why,..  was  Holmes  angry  with  Watson  when  they  returned 

from  their  walk  in  the  park? 

Becatise  Holmes  had  lost  a  client 

2  . did  Holnies  know  thnt  the  man  liked  his  pipo  very 

much? 

3  . .  did  Holmes  know  the  man’s  name,  even  though  the 

man  did  not  introduce  himseif? 

4  . is  Effie? 

5  . did  Effie  livc  in  America? 

G . was  her  American  husband's  joh? 

7  . did  Effie  and  Mr  Munro  meet? 

8  . is  Mr  Munro's  job? 

9  . much  money  did  Effie  want? 

10 . did  Mr  Munro  see  in  the  upper  window  of  the 

cottage? 
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XX  T  T  I  ^  S 

A  C  T  I  V  I  T 

lt . did  Mt  Munro  see  walk  out  ef  the  cottage  on  the 

day  he  returned  early  from  the  t.itj  ? 

12.  ........  <li(l  Mr  Munro  find  on  the  mantelpiece  of  the 


cottage? 


13 . hasn’t  Mr  Munro  ever  seen  a  picture  of  Gffu.  s  firsl 

husband? 


,4.  'Zr,' if  th«e wu.  a  gr.»t  <iro  ta  Atlmt..  ha.  Etfis  gol 

her  husband's  death  certificate? 


Nuw  match  the  Muua.iuus  wi.h  thu  currec.  ausw.r.  giveu 
below. 

THE  ANSWERS 

a.  1  ]  In  England. 

b.  [  I  He  was  a  lawyeT. 

c.  I  ]  Grant  Munro’s  wife. 

d.  1  I  Because  she  ohtaincd  a  duplicate  after  the  Ure. 

e.  ,  ]  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

f.  |  ]  He  is  a  liop  merchant. 

«  n  A  full-length  photograph  of  his  wife. 
h  I  I  Because  it  was  destroyed  in  the  great  fire  m  At  anta. 

i*  [  1  Becauseitwasapipewhichdidn'tcostvery  much, 

‘  '  but  the  man  had  repaired  it  twice  with  expensive 

silver  bands. 

j.  [  Because  it  was  written  on  the  inside  of  his  hat. 

k.  I  |  A  rigid  yellow  face. 

l.  1  I  Because  Holmes  had  lost  a  client. 

m.  |  2  °ne  hundred  pounds. 

n.  □  Effie. 
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A  C  T  I  V  I  T  I  E  S 

Wiio  said  what? 


Q  Match  Ihe  captions  on  page  128  vvith  the  right  picture,  and  place 
the  quotes  in  the  speech  bubbles.  Then  put  the  pictures  in 
chronological  order. 


A  G  T  I  V  I  T  I  E  S 

THE  CAPTIGNS 

-  Mr  Munro  knorked  at  the  door  of  the  cottage.  A  strange 
woman  opened  the  door, 

-  Effie  pid  all  her  rnoney  in  her  husband’s  narae, 

”  Mr  Munro  was  surprised  to  see  his  wife  walk  out  of  Lhe 
mysterious  cottage! 

-  Suddenly  he  saw  a  face  watching  him  from  the  upper 
window! 

-  There  was  a  yellow  fever  epidcmic  in  Atlanta* 

“  Mr  Mun.ro  tells  Holrnes  and  Watson  his  story. 


THE  QUOTES 
~  What  for? 

-  Do  you  need  any  help? 

-  One  hundred  pounds. 

-  If  you  eirter,  our  niarriage  is  finished. 

-  She  has  become  like  a  stranger  to  me, 

-  How  much  do  you  want? 

-  1  will  trust  yoiL. 

-  If  we  need  any  helps  we'll  cail  yoiu 
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Have  you  ever  seen  a 
photograph  of  her  first  husband? 

|  Notice  that  we  use  the  Present  Perfect  wilh  ever  and  never  in 
these  cases: 

I  have  never  rnet  him  -  In  my  entire  life  I  have  not  met  him. 

IHave  yoa  ever  seen  her?  ==  In  yoar  entire  [ife  have  yoo  seen  hen? 

Nolice  wlien  you  talk  about  habits  and  routine  with  Ihe  Present 
Simple  you  can  also  use  never  and  ever ,  but  the  meaning  is 
different, 

Do  yod  ever  g o  to  the  cinema  ^  Do  yaa  sometimes  go  to  the  cinerna? 

I  never  go  to  the  cinema  -  I  don’t  go  to  the  cinema  at  ali. 

With  Lhe  cues  given  below  write  qucstions  using  ever,  and  give 
true  answcrs, 

Then,  for  the  qucstions  with  negative  answers,  write  sentences 
using  never. 

Example:  Mr  Munro/see  a  photograph  of  his  wife’s  first  husband? 

Hae  Mr  Munro  ever  seen  a  pfiotograph  ol  his  wife's 
finst  hasband? 

Ho,  he  hasn't 

He  has  neven  seen  a  photograph  of  his  wife's  first 
hasband. 

a_  Mr  Munro/mend  his  pipe? 
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T 
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b*  Effie/be  to  the  United  States? 


c.  Effie/ask  Mr  Munro  for  money  before? 


d.  Mr  Munro/be  inside  the  cottage? 


e.  Holmes/see  tho  yellow  face? 


f.  Mr  Munro/see  the  deatli  certificate  of  Effie’s  first  husband? 


g.  Mr  Munro/meet  anyone  who  knew  his  wife  in  America? 


h.  Effie/be  inside  the  cottage? 


130 


ACTIYITIES 

Before  you  read 


PET 

«€* 


Listen  to  the  first  section  of  Part  II.  Decide  if  each  sentence  is 
correct  of  incorreet.  If  it  is  correct,  put  a  tick  (/)  in  the  box 
under  A  for  YES.  If  it  is  not  correct,  put  a  tick  (/)  in  the  box 
under  B  for  NO. 


1  Mr  Grant  Munro  stayed  and  they  all  discussed 
the  case  together. 

2  Holmes  thought  that  it  was  a  case  that  involved 
blackmail. 

3  Watson  thinks  that  the  woman's  first  husband 
is  in  the  cottage. 

4  Her  husband  has  a  horrible  yellow  face 
because  he  got  a  disease, 

5  She  l'uns  away  and  starts  a  new  life  in  England. 

6  Ten  years  later  she  starts  receiving  letters  from 
tlie  blackmailers. 

7  Mr  Grant  Munro  meets  the  blackmailers. 


A  B 
Yes  No 

□  □ 

□  □ 

□  □ 

□  □ 
□  □ 

□  □ 
□  □ 
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‘And  who  is  the  blackmailer?’  2  I  asked. 


‘Well,  it  must  be  that  creature  with  the  yellow  face.  Upon 
niy  word,  Watson,  there  is  something  very  attractive  3  about 
that  yellow  face  at  the  window,  and  I  would  not  miss  this  case 
for  worlds.’  4 

‘Ilave  you  got  a  theory?’  I  asked. 

‘Yes,’  Holmes  replied,  ‘I  think  her  first  husband  is  in  the 


1.  blatkmail  :  an  extortion  of  paymunt  in  return  for  not  telling  informalion, 
socrets,  etc. 

2.  blackmaiJer  :  somebody  wlui  blackmails, 

3.  attractive  :  (here)  Holmos  means  that  the  yellow  face  attracts  him  (interests 
him)  a  lot. 

4.  I  would  not  miss  wurlds  :  I  would  not  abandon  this  case  for  anything. 
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cottage.  This  is  what  I  think  happened:  This  woman  was 
married  in  America*  Her  husband  got  a  terrible  disease.  1  That 
is  why  he  has  that  horrible  yellow  face.  She  ran  away  frorn 
him  at  last,  and  came  back  to  England,  where  she  changed  her 
name  and  started  a  now  life.  After  three  years  of  marriage,  she 
feehs  safe  again,  but  her  first  husband,  or  some  unscmpulous 
woman  attached  to  him,  discovers  where  she  lives,  They  write 
to  her  and  tell  her  to  send  them  a  hundred  pounds,  or  they 
will  tell  her  new  husband  everything.  When  her  husband  tells 
her  that  someone  is  Hving  in  the  cottage,  she  knows  that  they 
are  her  blackmailers*  In  the  middle  of  the  night,  while  her 
husband  is  sleeping,  she  decides  to  go  to  the  cottage.  That 
night  she  is  not  able  to  convince  her  blackmailers  to  leave  her 
alone,  2  so  she  returns  the  next  day.  That  was  when  her 
husband  saw  ber  coming  out  of  the  house.  She  then  promises 
her  hushand  tliat  she  will  not  relurn,  but  she  wants  to  get  rid 
of  :i  her  blackmailers.  She  dooidos  to  go  again,  and  this  time 
she  brings  a  photograph,  which  they  probably  asked  her  for. 
Fortunately  for  her,  her  maid  warns  her  that  her  husband  is 
coming,  and  she  and  her  blackmailers  leave  the  house  in  time. 


1 .  disease  :  iliness  causud  by  a  gerni  (virus  or  bacleria)  or  soma  environmentai 
conduction,  not  by  accident. 

2.  leave  her  afone  :  leave  ber  in  peace. 

3.  get  rid  of :  eiimtnate.  send  away, 
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‘Now  we  can  do  nothing  except  wait  for  Mr  Munro  to  call 
ust  and  then  we  will  see  if  iny  theory  is  correct/ 

We  did  not  have  to  wait  long,  1  After  iea  we  received  a 
message  from  Mr  Munro  saylng,  There  are  people  in  the 


house/ 

That  night  Holmes  and  I  took  a  train  to  Norbury.  Mr  Munro 
was  waiting  for  us  at  the  station,  and  he  took  us  to  the  cottage. 
When  we  arrived  there,  Holmes  asked  Mr  Munro  if  he  was 
sure  he  wanted  to  enter  the  cottage.  Mr  Munro  said  he 
was  sure  and  we  went  to  the  door  of  the  cottage.  As  we 
approached  the  door,  a  woman  suddenly  appeared.  It 

was  Effie. 

Tor  God*s  sake,  2  don*t 
Jack!J  she  cried.  'Trust  me!’ 

H  have  trusted  you  too 
long,  EffieE  he  cried  sternly, 
£Let  go  of  me!  My  friends  and 
I  are  going  to  solve  this 
mystery.  * 

We  rushed  up  3  the  stairs  to  the 
lighted  roorn.  In  one  corner  there 
was  a  desk,  and  at  that  desk  there  appeared  to  be  a  little 


1.  long  :  (here)  for  a  long  period  of  time. 

2.  For  God’s  sake  :  For  tiie  love  of  God. 

3.  rushed  up  :  went  quickly  up. 
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girl.  Hgt  face  was  turned  away  from  us  when  we  entered  the 
room,  bul  we  could  see  she  was  wearing  a  red  dress  and  long 
white  gloves.  She  turned  around  to  us,  and  I  gave  a 
cry  of  surprise  and  horror.  Her  face  was  the 
strangest  yeliow  colour  and 
it  had  absolutely  no 
expression. 

A  moment  later  the 
mystery  was  explained.  Holmes,  with  a  laugh,  put  his  hand 
behind  the  ear  of  the  little  girl,  and  pulled  off  the  mask,  and 
there  was  a  little  coal-black  1  girl.  She  laughed,  and  I 
laughed  too,  but  Grant  Munro  stood  staring  2  wilh  his  hand 
holding  his  throat, 3 

God!J  he  cried,  ‘whal  does  this  mean?' 

‘I  will  tell  you  everything/  cried  his  wife  with  a  proud 
face.  4  £You  have  forced  me,  and  now  we  must  both  accept  the 
sitnation,  My  husband  died  at  Atlanta,  My  child  survived.' 

‘Your  child!1  cried  Grant  Munro. 

She  pulied  out  a  locket,  f>  and  inside  the  locket  was  the 


1.  coal-black  :  very  dark, 

2*  slaring  :  looking  fixedly  in  one  direction. 

3.  throat  :  the  front  part  of  your  neck. 

4.  proud  face  :  the  expression  on  her  face  shows  that  she  thinks  what  she  did 
was  good, 

5.  locket  ;  ^ 
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picture  of  a  very  handsome  and  intelligent  man,  but  a  man 
who  was  obviously  of  African  descent, 

£This  is  John  Hebron,  of  Atlanta/  said  Mrs 
Munro,  ‘ and  he  was  a  very 
noble  man.  I  cut  mvself 
off  1  frorn  my  race  to 
marry  him,  but  I 
never  regretted  it  2 
for  a  moment. 
Unfortunately, 
our  only  child  took 
after  3  his  people 
rather  than  mine.  She  is 


very  dark,  but  she  is  my  dear  little  girl.T  When  the  little  girl 
heard  these  words,  she  ran  to  her  mother. 

T  lefl  her  in  America  with  a  trusted  servant/  Mrs  Munro 
continued,  'because  she  was  not  very  healthy,  but  I  never 
considered  abandoning  her.  When  I  met  you  by  chance  and 
learned  to  love  you,  I  was  afraid  to  tell  you  about  my  child.  I 
was  afraid  to  lose  you.  I  kept  her  existence  a  secret  from  you 
for  three  years,  but  finally  I  had  to  see  my  little  girh  I  sent 


1.  cal  myself  off  :  sepamted  myself. 

2.  never  regretted  it  :  was  never  sorry  about  it* 

3.  took  after  :  resembled*  Inoketi  like. 
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£ 

the  servant  a  huodred  pounds,  and  told  her  to  conie  to  this 
cottage.  I  took  every  possible  precaution  so  that  there  would 
not  be  gossip  1  about  a  little  hlaek  girl.  That  is  why  she  wore 
that  yellow  mask+ 

‘You  told  me  about  her  arrival  in  the  cottage, 
d  that  night  I  had  to  see  her,  and  that 
was  the  beginning  of  my  troubles,  And 
now,  tonighf,  you  know  everything. 
What  are  you  going  to  do  about  me 
and  my  childV’ 

Mr  Grant  Munro  did  liot  say 
anything  for  two  minutes,  and  his 
answer  was  one  of  which  T  love  to 
think.  He  lifted  the  little  child,  kissed 
her,  and,  with  the  little  girl  in  his  arms,  he  gave  his  other 
hand  to  his  wife, 

lWe  can  talk  it  over  2  more  comfortably  at  home/  he  said. 
T  am  not  a  very  good  man,  Effie,  but  I  think  that  T  am  better 
than  you  thought/ 

We  all  left  the  cottage  together,  and  then  Holmes  and  I 
returned  to  London. 


1.  gossip  :  talk  aboul  the  private  and  personal  affairs  of  utlier  people,  often  not 
based  on  fact. 

2.  talk  it  over  :  discuss  the  entire  situation. 
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We  did  not  say  another  word  about  the  case  until  late  that 
night  at  Holmes’  house  in  Bakor  Street,  just  before  Holmes 
went  to  bed. 

£Watson/  he  said,  Tf  you  should  ever  think  thal  I  am 
becoming  Loo  confident  1  in  my  powers,  or  that  I  arn  not 
working  hard  enough  on  a  particular  case,  please  whisper  2 
“Norbury”  in  my  ear,  and  I  will  be  infinitely  obliged  3  to 
you/ 


1.  confidenl :  sure,  certain, 

2.  wliisper  :  say  quietly  so  that  no  one  else  can  hear. 

3.  ohliged  :  grateful,  thankfuL 
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Go  back  to  the  text 

Q  Answer  the  following  questions. 

a*  When  did  Holmes  and  Watson  go  to  Norbury? 
b*  Why  did  Effio  have  to  cut  herself  off  from  her  race? 
c*  Who  did  tho  little  girl  take  after? 

d.  Whv  did  Effie  leave  her  littlo  girl  in  America? 

e.  Why  was  Effie  afraid  to  tell  her  husband  about  the  little  girl? 

f-  What  was  Grant  Munro’s  reaction  to  the  little  girl  before  the 
explanation?  And  after  tho  explanation? 

g.  What  did  Holmes  say  about  his  theory  after  he  discovered  the 
truth? 


Getting  the  facts  straight 

Q  In  this  story  there  are  dilTerent  interpretalions  of  the  facts. 
Hoimes  himself  is  wrong.  Mr  Munro  (loesn't  understand  what  he 
sees,  and  Etfie  lies  to  maintain  her  serret* 

Below  are  three  different  explanations  of  seven  parts  of  the  slory, 

Say  which  one  is: 

a.  The  real  explanation. 

b.  What  Mr  Munro  has  seen  or  what  Effie  first  told  him. 

c.  Sherlock  Holmes"  explanation. 

1 . The  husband  died  of  yeliow  fever  but  the  child  survived. 

. Aftor  Effiets  husband  and  child  died5  she  returned  to 

England  to  stay  with  an  aunt. 

Effie  fled  from  her  husband  because  he  had  a  terrible 
disease. 
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2 . After  three  years  of  happv  marriage,  Effie  wanted  to  see 

her  daughter  again. 

......  Aftur  three  years  of  happy  marriage,  Effie  has  some  secTet. 

. After  three  yeais  of  happy  marriage  Effie  receives  a 

blackmail  letter  from  her  first  husband. 

3.  . . Mr  Hebron’s  photograph  was  destroyed  in  a  fire. 

. Thc  photograph  was  not  destroyed  in  the  fiTe.  She  does 

not  want  bis  picture  because  she  hated  him. 

. She  didiTt  want  to  show  the  photograph  because  Mr 

Hebron  was  of  African  descent. 

4.  . The  first  husband  iells  her  Lo  send  a  bundred  pounds,  or 

they  will  tell  Mr  Munro  everything. 

. Effie  sent  the  servant  a  hundred  pounds  to  bring  her 

daughter  to  England. 

. Effie  wanted  the  one  hnndred  pounds  for  a  dress. 

5 . Effie  went  out  in  the  middle  of  the  night  hecause  she 

wanted  some  fresh  aii\ 

. Effie  went  out  in  the  middle  of  the  night  because  she 

wanted  to  see  her  daughter. 

. Effie  went  out  in  Lhe  middle  of  the  nlght  because  she 

wanted  to  convince  her  blackmailers  to  leave  her  alone. 

G*  _ Effie’s  first  husband  is  in  the  house. 

. Effie  had  never  seen  the  people  in  the  cottage  before. 

. Effie’s  little  girl  is  in  the  house. 

7.  . Mr  Munro  is  not  sure  the  yellow  face  is  a  maifs  face. 

. Effie’s  first  husband  has  a  horrible  yellow  face  because  he 

got  a  terrible  disease, 

......  The  little  girl  wore  the  mask  so  gosslps  would  not  talk 

about  a  little  black  girh 
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E  X  I  T 


T  E  S  T 


PET0!  Below  are  brief  descriptions  of  three  people*  Decide  which  of  the 
three  stories  in  this  volume  would  be  the  most  suitable  for  each 
person. 

1  Jo  is  interested  in  America,  He  wants  to  visit  when  he  has 
enough  money  but  for  now  hu  likes  reading  about  anything 
that  mentions  America,  especially  its  cultural  aspects, 

2  Toni  is  very  romantic  and  has  lots  of  girlfrionds.  He  lives  in  a 
small  town  and  so  finds  it  difficult  to  stop  them  from  boing 
jealous.  He  is  always  looking  for  new  ways  to  hide  from  them. 

3  Veronica  is  oightoen  and  lives  in  a  big  city*  Sho  loves  jewels 
but  doesn't  have  any  money  lo  buy  thern. 

A  The  Blue  Carbuncle 
R  The  Yellow  Face 
C  A  Case  of  Identity 


Write  a  ‘book  report’  ahout  the  story  The  Blue  Carbuncle* 


Titie 

a . 

Author 

b . 

Characters 

main 

G. 

minor 

d. 

Setting 

place(s) 

e. 

Short  summary 

time 

f. 

This  story  is  about 

g . 

14 


B  X  I  T 


T  E  S  T 


PETi^  Read  Lhe  text  below  and  choose  the  correct  word  for  each  space. 

A  Case  of  Identity 

Miss  Mary  Suthorland  (0)  ...A,.,..  to  visit  Sherlock  Hoimos  to  toll 

(1)  . about  the  disappearance  of  her  (2) . .  Hosmer 

Angek  She  tells  him  that  ber  father  had  died  and  then  her  mother 
remarried  a  very  young  man,  Mr  Windibank.  Mr  Windibank  soid 


her  father’s  (3) . and  Miss  Sutherland  gave  the  interest  from 

hor  inheritance  (4) . hor  mother,  while  she  earned  money 

typing. 


Mr  Windibank  kept  tight  control  of  Miss  Sutherland  but  she 

[5)  . . Hosmer  Angel  at  aball  when  her  slepfather  was  away 

in  France  for  business,  The  young  lovers  could  only  see  each 

other  when  Mt  Windibank  went  away  [6)  . . they  wrote  love 

letters  (7)  „„„„„  .  Miss  Sutherland  wrote  hers  by  hand  but  Mr 
Angel  wrote  his  with  a  typewriter. 

Mr  Hosmer  was  a  little  strange  (8) . wearing  dark  glasses 

and  whispering  but  he  was  gentle  and  kind.  Miss  Sutherland’s 
inother  liked  him  too.  Soon  they  decided  that  Miss  Sutherland 
should  marry  Mr  Angel... 


0 

A 

comes 

B  becomes 

C  finishes 

D 

begiris 

1 

A 

them 

B  me 

C  him 

D 

you 

2 

A 

granny 

B  fiance 

C  brother-in-Iaw 

D 

father 

3 

A 

job 

B  money 

C  profession 

D 

business 

4 

A 

from 

B  to 

C  at 

D 

in 

5 

A 

met 

B  meets 

C  is  meeting 

D 

will  meet 

6 

A 

hecause 

B  even 

C  but 

D 

until 

7 

A 

yearly 

B  weekly 

C  monthly 

D 

daily 

8 

A 

always 

B  never 

C  rarely 

D 

liardly 

Can  you  finish  the  sutnmary  for  A  Case  of  Identity? 
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Answer  the  following  questions  about  The  Yellow  Face. 


a. 


b. 


c. 

d. 


e. 

t 

8- 

h. 

i. 
b 

k. 


What  did  the  man  who  wanted  to  see  Holmes  leave  on  the 
table  at  Holmes’  house? 

How  did  Holmes  know  what  the  man  was  called? 

Why  did  the  man  come  to  see  Holmes? 

What  happened  to  his  wife  before  he  met  her? 

What  did  Munro’s  wife  ask  him  for  one  day? 

What  did  Munro  see  in  the  window  of  the  cottage? 

When  Munro  wanted  to  enter  the  cottage  what  did  his  wife  say? 
Who  did  Holmes  think  was  blackmailing  Munro's  wife? 

Who  was  the  person  with  the  yellow  face? 

Why  did  Munro’s  wife  not  tell  him  the  truth  about  America 
when  they  met? 

What  did  Mtmro  decide  to  do  about  the  new  situation? 


Which  of  the  three  stories  did  you  prefer?  Explain  why. 
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